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PREFACE. 


LOOK BEFORE YOU LFAP; Sc. 
Or a few HINTS to ſuch 


AgTizans, Mecnuanics, FARMERS; 
LABOURERS, and others, who are deſir- 
OUS of EMIGRATING to the CONTINENT 
of AMERICA. | 


= >. LES 


WIrrII infinite regret the publiſher of the 
following letters has obſerved the careleſs and 
unthinking manner, in which numbers of his 
fellow- country men deſert their native ſo!', to 
ſeek their fortunes on the continent of America. 
The reaſons which induce moſt perſons to 
tranſport themſelves acroſs the Atlantic ocean, 
may generally be reduced to the three following 
claſſes: Firſt, either the embarraſſed ſtate of | 
their finances, or the dread of paſſing the ordeal 
of criminal juſtice : Secondly, the deſire of en- 
joy ing the bleſſings derived from living under a 
b FREE 
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FREE GOVERNMENT, uncorrupted by luxury, 


and unburthened by taxation; and Thirdly, the 


proſpect of enjoy ing the advantages of a plenti- 
ful and cheap country; where a greater recom- 
pence is obtained for the ſervices they are able 
to render to ſociety, in their ſeveral profeſſions, 
than they can hope to receive in Great Britain. 

On the firſt, which muſt be allowed to be a 
very cogent reaſon, it is not the intention of the 
publiſher to digreſs, except to aſk, Where 
will not the debtor fly, to eſcape confinement 
for life, in the ſepulchral gloom of a goal? Where 
will not the criminal ſeek refuge to evade the 
hand of juſtice, and clude the inſulted laws of 
his country?“ 

With regard to the ſecond inducement, it is 
not his wiſh to enter into a diſquiſition relative 
to legiſlative juriſprudence. He is aware, that 
ſuch an inveſtigation is diametrically oppoſite 
to the object which he has in view, and entirel y 
foreign to the purpoſe of ſending the following 
letters amongſt the labouring claſſes of his fel- 
low-countrymen. 

On the ſubject of government, it has always 
been a maxim with him, that the government 
moſt entitled to our eſteem, and moſt worthy 
of ſupport, is that which moſt abundantly pro- 
vides for our ſocial happineſs—and if even the 
moſt excellent theoretical conſtitution proves 


defective in that particular, it is not, in his 


opinion 
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opinion, any innate or latent excellence of ſyſ- 
tem, which can entitle it to the praiſe of the 
diſcerning and reflective. He neither wiſhes to 
blind the eyes of his countrymen to thei: poli. 
tical evils, nor to encreaſe the violence of party 
diſſention. His whole aim is the good of his 
country; and before the citizens of England 
emigrate to America, he only begs they will be 
well aſſured of the good effects, as well as of the 
good form of the American conſtitution. 


The regular effects of a juſt government, are 
public morality, individual juſtice, and ſocial 
ſecurity. Wherever theſe are found, the princi- 
ples of the government cannot be radically bad: 
wherever they are not found, the principles of 
the government cannot be radically good. 

On the third head, he wiſhes more to arreſt 
the public attention, as he conceives it more in- 
tereſting to thoſe, for whoſe uſe and benefit he 
has collected the following letters. Without 


troubling their heads about government, the in- 


duſtrious artizan, and labourious mechanic muſt 
live. At is the law of nature, paramount to every 
other conſideration, that they ſhould ; and what- 
ever becomes of ſyſtems of empire and modes of 
legiſlation, the induſtrious and ſober, the active 
and virtuous tradeſman has an indefeaſible right 
and claim upon ſociety for comfort and ſecurity: 
Let us examine how far emigration to America 
will anſwer this end, That there are many moſt 
admirable 
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admirable theories, which, from inſeparable cir- 
cumſtances, can never be reduced to practice, 
is generally acknowledged. The ſame may be 
remarked concerning the glittering proſpetts ſo 
officioufly obtruded upon public view, to induce 
a frequent emigration to America. any well 
meaning perſons are enraptured at the favour- 
able accounts circulated with ſuch unexamwp!led 
induſtry of that extenſive continent. The beau- 
tiful deſcriptions ſo luxuriantly pictureſque of 
American ſcenery, and the exaggerated enco- 
m1ums upon the ſtate of American ſociety, warm 
the imagination: regardleſs of ſcrutinizing 
their veracity, the deluded adventurer haſtily 
undertakes the projett of realizing his ſanguine 


expectations, he buſtles among his friends; col- 


lects every atom of his property; ſtretches every 
pinion of his hopes, and full of fervent enthuſiaſm, 
and anxious expedtancy, reaches the deſired 
ſhore: when alas! the material object and pleaſing 
fruition of his wiſhes © vaniſhes into thin air,” 
and leaves him the deſponding dupe ofdeception 
and credulity, 

Such was preciſely the ſituation of the writers 
of ſome of the letters contained in this publica- 
tion. They formed part of a company conſiſt. 
ing of near forty perſons, who ſailed the 19th 
March, 1793, in the Two Siſters, Iſaac Hilton 
Maſter, bound for Alexandria in Virginia. La- 
bouring under the deluſive hopes of bettering 
their fortunes, they had formed the projett of 

viſiting 
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viſiting thoſe bewitching ſhores, which were to 
adminiſter a felicity not to be attained in their 
native country. Accordingly an agreement was 
enicied into with the captain of the William 
Pen, bound for Philadelphia; and every ne- 
ceſſaiy preparation was made for the intended 
VO) age. 

It is a fact not general'y known, but undoubt- 
ed'y true, that there are always plenty of agents 


hovering, :ike birds of prey on the banks of the 


Thames, eager in their ſeaich for ſuch artizans, 
mechanics, huſbandinen, and labourers, as are 
inclinable io direct their courſe for America. 
Theſe harpies improve their already unſettled 


diſpoſitions, and induce them to viſit ſuch parts 


of the continent, as are moſt ſuitable to the in- 
tereſts of their employers. It happened in the 
preſent inſtance, that one of theſe miſcreants 
darted his piercing eye upon ſome of our unwa- 
ry adventurers, who liſtening favourably to his 
deluſions, quickly imparted to him their inten- 
tions; and making their new found friend a 
confidant, as quickly introduced him to the reſt 
of their companions, who unanimouſly craved 
his advice as to their future conduct in that 
country to which they were deſtined. 

This wretch after a minute enquiry into the 
particular merits of each individual, and alſo 
into the ſtate of their finances, finding them an- 
ſwerable to his intentions, began to exerciſe that 


honourable 


| 
| | 
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honourable profeſſion, for which he was ſo admi- 
rably calculated. His firſt effort was to divert 
their attention from Philadelphia, which he re- 
preſented as a place already overſtocked with 
emigraits of every deſcription. Its ſituation, he 
ſaid, in point of climate was very unfriendly to 
an European conſtitution, which was fatally 
experienced by numbers who were ſo raſh as to 
brave its intemperature ; that even Americans, 
who wcre natives of other ſtates, moſt cautiouſ- 


ly avoided this dreadful ſpot, from a knowledge 


of the certain deſtruction which accompanied 
the numerous malignant fevers ſo generally 
prevalent in and round Philadelphia. He alſo, 
inſtanced the late dreadful ravages of the yellow 


fever which he aſſerted was in a greater or leſs 


degree, a conſtant deſolator of the human ſpe- 
cies (and particularly of newcomers) in Penſyl- 
vania, | | | 
The conſequences reſulting from this frightful 
account may eaſily beconceived upon men given 
to receive things upon truſt, without examining 
the relationſhip which they bear with the im- 
mutable evidence of truth. Our adventurers 
congratulated each other on the imminent dan- 
ger which they had ſo luckily eſcaped; and 
vied with each other in profeſſions of gratitude 


to their generous benefactor, for ſuch valuable 
advice, 
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The artful ſycophant, having thus circum- 
vented their intentions, proceeded next to ex- 
tol their courage, in having formed ſo lauda- 
ble an idea, as to emigrate from this intolerable 
country to ſuch a happy, ſuch a heavenly land 
as America. When we ſpeak of America, ſays 
he, we comprehend a moſt extenſive continent, 
ſituated ſo as to experience a variety of different 
climatos : and though the part from which you 
are fortunately reſcued, is attended with many 
unpleaſing circumſtances, ſtill, (continued he) 
it muſt be confeſſed there are other parts which 
I will be bold to ſay, cannot be equalled on the 
face of the globe. To ſuch perſons as you 
appear to be, what a proſpe& does Virginia, 
that land of milk and honey ! open to your 
view. There, the eye of humanity is never 
ſhocked at the fight of penury and want, there 
merit never languiſhes in neglect : there, every 


happineſs capableſof being enjoyed in theſe ſub- 


lunary regions, 1s to be obtained : innumerable 
opportunities preſent themſelves and preſs for- 
ward to perſons of your deſcription, who cannot 
fail of making rapid fortunes, in the ſeveral 
profeſſions of which you are the maſters : con- 
ſider, my dear friends the wide and extenſive 
field of action for mechanics of every deſcripti- 
on in the famous FEDERAL CITY or WASH- 
INGTON; now building by order of the United 
States: in which, over and above his extrava- 
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gant wages, the certain recompenſe, for every 
mechanic will be the free gift ot a ground lot 
for his own ule in the firſt city in the world. 

It 1 were to adviſe you, I would point out this 
emporium of human felicity to your ſerious con- 
ſideration: it offers you every advantage, and is 
replete with every comfort. Its very climate 
is grateful to tngliſhmcn, and ſcems to invite 
them to partake of its ſalubrity ; if we ina judge 
of the uninterrupted ſtate of health they enjoy 
after once feeling its invigorating influence. 

The credulity of his audience readily led them 
to believe every zota which he uttered, and im- 
plicitly to adopt his recommendation. The 
previous ngagements with the captain of the 
William Penn, were immediately cancelled, and 
freſh entered into with the broker, and the cap- 
tain of the 1 wo Siſters,' bound for Alexandria 
the neareſt port to Waſk.ington. 

The fellow having remarked how well he was 
likely to ſucceed, and being determined to nett 
a double profit on his recruzzs, with the true 
ſpirit of an American crimp, offered his ſervice 
as intendant or purveyor of ſuch ſtores and other 
neceſſaries as they might require for the voyage, 
alledging that he could obtain them at a much 
Cheaper rate and a better market than they could 
pretend to do: the trouble indeed, would not 
accord with his private avocations and the time 


he could ill ſpare from his own important con- 


cerns, 
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cerns; yet, the pleaſure of obliging his fellow 


creatures and of promoting their happineſs, 
would to a gencrous mind infinitely compenſate 
for any little inconvenience which he might 
ſuſtain; and indeed the duty in this caſe ap- 
peared ſo indiſpenſible, that he thought every 
good man ought and would chearfully impoſe it 


upon himſeltf. 


This kind offer was conſidered as the certain 


proot of di fintereſted heart, and the gratitude 


of the deluded company overfiowed in return 
for ſuch unexampled generoſity and kindneſs. 
Accordingly this honeit gentleman ſet to work, 
and did the beſt for his friends; nearly two 
hundred ; ounds paſſed through his pure hands“. 


It appears by the firſt letter, dated Falmouth, 


tha. the animal food was not quite ſo good as 
might have been expected, and every other 
MEE was in the {ame proportion for its qua- 
lity. 

Having at length victualled and fitted his 
company out, and placed them on board the 
veſſel, he delivered to cach perſon what he 
termed Letters of Recommendation, directed to 
the collector of the cuſtoms at Alexandria; the 
preſentment ot which, would immediately ope- 
rate in their favour, in ſuch a ſurpriſing degree, 


The reader may amuſe a leiſu;e hour with calculat- 
ing how much fell to the good man's ſhare on ſo 

trifiing a Job. 
as 


2 
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as to exceed the utmoſt extent of their ſanguine 
expectations, When the veſſel was ready to fail 
the manager and chief director of the expedition, 
who was poſſeſſed of much more money than 
wit, happened to mention to this his benevolent 
patron, that he had twenty-five guineas in caſh 
in his pocket. At this information, the worthy 
man ſtood aghaſt with aſtoniſhment, and dart- 
ing an expreſſive look of terror on the trembling 
Scotſman, accompanied with a petrifying hu/h! 
whiſpered in his ear, he ſuppoſed he knew not 
the conſequences attendant on ſo raſh an attempt 
as the taking of ſo large a quantity of bullion 


out of the kingdom. The affrighted Caledoni- 


an anſwering in the negative, was informed, his 
caſh would be a ſeizure for the Cuſtom-houſe 
officers, and the conſequences would be rigor- 
ous e c and a large fine in the Ex- 
chequer. 

The kindneſs however of this unexampled phi- 
lanthropiſt was as unlimited as his virtues, and 
he ſoon relieved the poor man from this diſ- 
agrecable dilemma, by receiving the money in 
as ſecret a manner as poſſible ; and returning a 
draft for the amount upon a Mr. B— d, Mer- 
chant of Falmouth*, who he ſaid would readily 


* How far Mr. B 


fellow, the reader is referred to enquire in the firſt let - 
ter, dated Falmouth.— 


accommo- 
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d, complied with the order of this 
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accommodate the preſenter with bills of the ſame 
value, negociable in Virginia, Having con- 
ferred this laſt act of kindneſs, he took his leave 
promiſing to join the veſſel with the captain at 
Graveſend, in order to bear them company round 
to the Nore. This, however, he was unfortu- 
nately prevented from accompliſhing, by a vio - 
lent attack of a laxative complaint; a diſorder 
to which he was very ſubje, particularly when 
his ſpirits were flurried by any extraordinary 
exertions. This. diſappointment was ſeverely 


felt by the whole company, to whom he had 
rendered ſuch eſſential ſervices, and they could 


not forbear ſympathizing in his affliction; for 


ſure never was there ſo kind a gentleman as their 
friend D—g—s. Such was the echo of the 
company. 

Having thus completed his deſigns upon thoſe 
who were the more immediate objects of his 
prey, and being probably exhilerated by the ſuc. 


3 ceſsful manner in which he had ſhipped ſuch a 
number of credulous John Bulls, to the paradiſe 
of their own imaginations; he confidently be- 


gan to exerciſe his inventive faculties in the beſt 
manner which he could upon thoſe left behind: 
but alas! after various attacks on the connecti- 
on sof thoſe perſons he had already ſo ſuccſseful. 
ly practiſed upon, he experienced the misfortune 
of detection : when lo! his career was ſtopped, 
and his character enquired into; the real com- 
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plexion of which, ſoon appearing, as a recom- 
pence for his old ſins, and a preventative againſt 
the commiſſion of new, this philanthropic lover 


of mankind, was conſigned to the FLEET PRI 


SON: where that he may long remain a ſtanding 
memento to all wretches of his ncfarious deſcrip- 
tion, is the publiſher's moit hearty wiſh and fer- 
vent prayer; in which he is willing io hope he 
ſhall be hearcily joined by all who like himſelf, 
without making an oſtentatious diſplay of phi- 
lanthropy, or parade of patrioti m, are rcally 
zealous for the happineſs and welfare of ſocicty. 

It may not be amiſs before we take our final 
leave of this miſcreant, to relate a triting oc- 
currence, which will, in ſome degree illuſtrate 
the profits of his honourable prof ſſion. A ſhort 
time, previous to his apprchenfion, paſling 
through the Temple, he accidentally met a gen- 
tlewan, of whom he had ſome ſlight knowledge, 


whoſe name is Captain D' Cou—re. After the 


uſual compliments, Captain, ſaid D ,do you 
never hcar of any perſons deſirous of emigrating 
to America? Wherefore do you aſk me that 
queſtion? replicd the captain—Why, rejoined 
D if ever you hear of ſuch egregious 
blockheads, ſend them to me; and for every ar- 
tizan that goes, I will allow you two guineas, 
and for every labourer one. The captain, a man 
of honour, and of the ſtricteſt probity, ſharply 
rebuked D— for his crimping and diabo- 
lical offer, and abruptly walked away. 


The 
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This anecdote is related to inform thoſe per- 
fons who are inoculated with the deſire of de- 
ſerting their native country, and of tranſporting 
themſelves to drain the unwholeſome bogs, and 
cultivate the rank lands of America ; that there 
are ag.nts employed at a conſiderable expence, 
expreſsly for the purpoſe of inveigling them to 
quit their friends and connections, in order to 
ſeek an ideal romantic happineſs, in a ſolitary 
uncultivated waſte, little calculated, and ſtill 
leſs capable of conferring the comforts and be- 
nelits of ;ociety. D--g—s ſtands not alone in 
ſuch nefarious practices. I know and I ſpeak 
from thorough information; there is a legion of 
theſc harpics diſperſed over this kingdom, ſuc- 
ceſsſully employed in taking advantage of the 
diſtreſs naturally accompanying the urgency of 
the times. There is another ſpecies of Ameri- 
can agents, who are a kind of Jackalls, employ- 
ed in providing prey for ſuch ravenous animals 
as the character which I have already deſcribed. 
I mean the perſons who are continually publiſh- 
ing the moſt deluſive and flattering accounts of 
this land of promiſe. 
_ Thetc invaders of domeſtic happineſs, and im- 
provers of popular diſcontent, pompouſly in- 
form the miſcrable inhabitants of this unhappy 
iſland, of thoſe hardſhips under which they are 
groaning. They then in flowing declamations 
point out the ſuperior advantages enjoyed by all 

claſſes 
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claſſes in America, with ſuch glowing colours 
and intoxicating language, that it ſeldom fails 
to have the deſired effect. Examine the de- 


ſcriptions given by Franklin, Morſe, Jefferſon, 


Briffot, Winterbotham,* and though laſt, not 
leaſt, the puffs of the Agents for the ſale of 
American lands : Compare them with the letters 
written by perſons who have been ſo far impoſed 
upon, as to make the attempt of realizing the 
pleaſing expectations ſuggeſted by ſuch exag- 
gerated accounts. Notice their marked chagrin 
and diſappointment on a local examination of 
this ſeat of human felicity; and I doubt not you 
will draw ſuch concluſions as will juſtify the 
publication of this pamphlet, and prove in ge- 
neral their deſcriptions are partial, deluſi ve, flat- 
tering and intereſted. 

Some of theſe gentry have . con- 
ſiderable ingenuity, in painting a moſt bewitch- 
ing picture, of the ſituation, climate, and ad- 
vantages of the Federal City of Waſhington. 
The colouring of which is ſo high, that it ſeems 
to be marked out as the emporium of encourage- 
ment for artizans of every deſcription. The fer- 
tility and convenience of the adjacent country, 
has not been forgotten; but it is recommended 
to the ſpecial notice of the labouring huſband- 


* This reverend divine is only the compiler of the Hil. 
tory lately publiſhed by him.— I believe he was never 
out of this kingdom 1n his life, 
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man. How ſtrictly ſuch a deſcription accords 
with the truth, the reader is left to judge after 
conſulting the annexed letters, which were com- 
poſed on the identical ſpot, ſo glowingly ex- 
poſed by the American emiſſaries to the ſerious 


” attention of perſons inclinable to emigrate. 


The proſpect there is of mechanics and others 


2X ſucceeding at Waſhington better than in their 


own native country, will be eaſily aſcertained 


F on a peruſal of theſe letters : And more ef. 
pecially when it is recollected, they are not 
the ſpontaneous productions of perſons who 


have been actuated by curioſity in viſiting that 
country ; furniſhed with a plentifull ſupply of 
caſh in their pockets, and favoured by the friend. 


ly attention of ſuch leading characters as were 


competent to afford them every kindneſs during 
their ſtay. 

Every common obſerver muſt be convinced, 
that ſuch neceſſary requiſites as money and 
friends, can for a time render almoſt any coun- 


3 try tolerable : And it is no great matter of aſ- 
2 toniſhment, if travellers, in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
VP accommodatory auxillaries as theſe, ſhould have 
P been prompted from their own particular expe- 
3 rience, to draw pleaſing inferences of the ge- 
neral ſtate of ſociety in a country. Every perſon 
is aware that the difference is eſſential, even 


in our own country, between making a mere ho- 
liday excurſion, and taking, up a conſtant 
reſidence, to ſeek the means of ſubſiſtence by 
the fruits of our induſtry. The contraſt is vi- 


ſible, 
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ſible and need not be explained. Juſt the me 
is it reſpecting the ſentiments which have been 
expreſſed of America, by the mere tranſient vi- 
ſitor, and the induſtrious mechanic, whoſe ſtay 
has been permanent. 

The following letters are not the production 
of an intriguing, intereſted, or deſigning Ame. 
rican emiſſary, whoſe intention and intereſt it 
is to inveigle the mechanic and the huſbandman 
from every part of this nation, in order to eſtab- 
liſh and improve the agriculture and manufac- 
tures of the American continent. No, enough 
of their exaggerations have been already pub. 
liſhed, and their baneful effects have been ſuf- 
ficiently and woefully experienced by the cre- | 
dulous perſons, who were dupes to ſuch artifice; | 
as well as by their mourning relatives and 
friends ! 9 

On the contrary, they are the production ; 
of ſuch characters, as thoſe to whom I wiſh to 4 
addreſs them, and to whom I am anxious to 
make them known. They contain, as the ſtyle 

of them will prove, the plain, ſimple and una... 
dorned remarks of men, unlettered and unin. 
fluenced—of men, who, by experiment, were 
the beſt qualified to form a proper judgment of 
that boaſted aſylum for artizans, mechanics and iſ 
labourers, where it has been aſſerted protection 
and encouragement were only to be found. They 
proceed from perſons who had been faſcinated 
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with the golden advantages depictured to theit 


en C6 : 
a view by American crimps and cajolers, and who 
lay have found by lamentable and dearly bought ex- 


perience, that inſtigated by a ſpirit of adventure, 
5 and urged on by characters loſt to every ſenti- 
ment of honour and humanity, they have en- 
countered troubles and difficulties on a foreign 
ſhore, and left ſuperior comforts and felicicy in 
their native land; * | 

By the account contained in theſe letters, it 
appears that ſeveral of the perſons venturing on. 
this inhoſpitable waſte, have fatally fallen the 
martyrs to their own duplicity, atid are now 
untimely i'olated in the tomb. The tear of pity 


88 flows from the eye of the friend to humanity, 
ay when he deplores their fate ; they were ſeduced 
an 


from their natural protectors, relatives and 
friends, and were taught to diſregard thoſe ſo. 
8 cial ſweets, and domeſtic comforts, which uſe 
N ” ? and habit had rendered indiſpenſible to their 
= exiſtence : they departed and careleſsly plunged 
ſtyle 0 bn A300; 4 I 
themſelves into difficulties and dangers, againſt 
una which, they had been cautioned, but in vain! 
ann. Compunction for their diſappointment, impa- 
were ¶ tience at the imprudent change of their ſitua- 
nt of ation, conjoined with the intemperature of an 
8 and unwboleſome climate, ſoon extinguiſhed the 
tion vital lamp of life, already too much dimmed by 
They internal lamentation and regret. 
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careful tenderneſs cannot preſerve and lengthen i 
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Did thoſe perſons, who, impatient of tempo. 
rary evils, ſo eagerly preſs forward to enroll 
themſelves as emigrants to the American con- 


oe WO OO 


tinent, know that inſtead of laſting felicity and 


conſolidated enjoyment, they were purſuing the 


complicated miſeries of diſappointed expeRati- | 
on; few I amperſuaded would venture upon an | 


enterprize ſo awful and ſo hazardous. Were they | 


ſufficiently informed that the climates of this : 


land of delight, even under the ſame latitudes | 
with their native ſoil in Europe were unfriendly | 


to health and longevity; that the multifarious | 
diſorders ariſing from uncultivated and unclear- | 
ed lands, frequently prove fatal to the Euro- 


pean fortune hunter; it would occaſion them at 


leaſt to pauſe before they expoſed themſelves to 
the chanceful event of ſo dubious an undertakx- 
ing. N 


Whatever American crimps may aver to the 4 
contrary, it is an indubitable fact, that even the 


ſeaſoned inhabitants of that continent, with-a © 


ſurprizing degree of uniformity, fall early vic- 


tims to the unwholeſome effluvia, which ariſes | 
from uncleared ſoil and a foul atmoſphere, ; 
If England's moderate climate, and the moſt 


the lives of its natives, how little calculated for 
that object are the rude blaſts of American windsl 


the ſudden tranfitions from heat to cold, 4 
the 
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the coarſe ſuſtenance of a laborious people. 
And this more eſpecially regards thoſe conſti- 
tutions which are ſubjett to hereditary and 
chronical complaints, or that have been ener- 
vated by luxury and emaciated by diſeaſe. 

In America, the condition of ſociety is ex- 
tremely different from what it is in England; and 
thoſe perſons who have enjoyed the ſocial plea- 
ſures, and mixed intercourſe of the metropo- 
lis, and of other great towns in this country, 
will find themſelves very uncomfortable and 
diſſatisfied, when experiencing a different ſcene 
on the weſtern continent. 


Such perſons as have built their expectations 
on finding affluence and eaſe will meet with a 


ſimilar diſappointment. What proſpett is there 
of ſuch extraordinary happineſs in a country 
not matured and enriched by commerce, in a 
new diſcovered land, occupied in the interior, 
by inhoſpitable ſavages, and ravaged on the 
exterior, by a late unmerciful war. 

Let me now proceed to aſk every artizan, me- 
chanic, &c. who may peruſe the ſucceeding let- 
.ters, what particular advantage he finds in them 
to engage his attention? What ſuperiority of 
gratification over that enjoyed by perſons of the 
ſam e condition with himſelf, in hisown country? 
Has he found out that the Americans will preſs 
down to the ſhore, and receive him with open 


arms on his firſt landing, and vie with each other 
who 
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who ſhall be moſt profuſe in rendering him of- 


fices of kindneſs and humanity ? Does he find 
that eaſy complacency, and friendly attention, 
which the canting crimp has taught him to be- 
lieve, is the prominent charaQteriſtic of the 
Virginians? Has he met with theſo much boaſt- 
ed encouragement and protection, which was to 
raiſe him to the molt aſtoniſhing degrees of 
preferment ? | | 
Does he hear from theſe experimental ad- 
venturers, enrapturing accounts of an hoſpita- 
ble country, the fruits of whofe luxurious ſoil, 
are extenſively diſtributed amongſt its inha- 


bitants, to ſupply their wants and encreaſe their 


comforts? 

Does he hear of a wholeſome climate, con- 
genial to the health and longevity of an Engliſh- 
man, or of an unſettled and inauſpicious atmoſ- 
phere, the fatal effects of which ſo frequently 
deſtroy the moſt athletic and robuſt ? 

Does he find a mechanic can obtain a great- 
er ſurplus from his earnings, when he has placed 
the expences of his board, lodgings, waſhing, 
wearing apparel, and other incidents againſt 
the receipt of his income? 

In fine, does he remark any grateful ſenſa- 


tions, any pleaſing retroſpe& experienced by 


thoſe perſons who have quitted this country ? 
Where is the comfort they enjoy? What 1s 
the enchanting proſpe before them? If he finds 
NONE 
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none of theſe bleſſings, friendſhips, gratifica- 
tions, and proſpetts; for Heavens ſake! why 
wretched as it is, quit his native country, and 
plunge himſelf precipitately into another, infi- 
nately more unlikely to procure him laſting en- 
Joyment. 


It has been well remarked, that thoſe who 


attempt and expect perfect happineſs in this 


world, are purſuing the ideal phantom of a ſan- 
guine imagination. This may be well applied 
to the vain expectations, raiſed in the minds of 


ſuch credulous perſons as ſeek ſuperior comfort 


and felicity on the continent of America. They 
are purſuing that which it is not in the power 
of the country to beſtow, and will moſt certain- 
ly be left the diſappointed dupes of their own 
chimerical ideas. | | | 
The publiſher is well aware of the obloquy 
that will be caſt upon this publication, by the 
innumerable hoſt of American kidnappers, and 
he*well knows it will be their ſtudied taſk and 
ſerious endeavour to controvert his aſſertions, 
and to prove them fallacious. But of this, he is 
totally regardleſs, conſcious of the. impotency 
of all attacks made by ſuch atrocious characters, 
when contraſted with the ſimple and unadorned 
language of truth, which he flatters himſelf will 
be found the prominent feature of his preface, as 
wellas thediſtinguiſhingexcellence of the follow- 
ing letters. He knows they will configently aſk 


If 
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If America be theplace you have repreſented, 
what is the reaſon that out of ſo many thouſands 
who croſs the Atlantic, ſo very few return? To 
this he as confidently anſwers. Many unfortu- 
nate ſpeculators, who have emigrated to Ameri- 
ca, dare not return. The majority of thoſe needy 
adventurers that have gone the ſame road cannot 
return ; and many of thoſe who have poſſeſſed | 
the means, have, alas! been ſnatched to that 


222 
+ 4 8 


1 bourne, from which no traveller returns. The 
1 majority of thoſe who have eſcaped the devour- | 
1 ing jaws of death, and have had it in their power, 
. | have returned, injured in their finances and diſ- 
1 appointed in their Projects , curſing the authors 
th. of their miſery, and their own credulity in be- 
. coming the paſſive dupes of ſuch abominable f 


duplicity. | 
There are many perſons ſo enthuſiaſtic in en. | 
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oy | 
| 1s tertaining charming ideas of the American conti- 
. N 1 2 . 5 
1 nent, that they are convinced there is no tract 
17 2 5 f Ae 3 | 5 | * 
19 of European ſoil which can afford contentment 
#46 and delight. They have habitually brought 


themſelves to believe America is a kind of tem- 
porary aſylumor intermediate reſting place, where 
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alone they can bear with eaſe, the toils of their 
earthly pilgrimage, previous to making their 

final exit to Heaven. With perſons who are a 
1 the victims of ſuch fatal deluſion, it perhaps i is I 
17 | in a great meaſure folly to reaſon, or to attempt 


5 to call back the right uſe of their reflective 
8 powers. 


” _— 
— bs —_—_ 
- ” - 


« — — — 


THrere þ 


4 
4 
1 

2 
5 
W 
5 


PREFACE. XXili 


TERRE 1s, however one claſs of individuals, 
who, perhaps may not find themſelves ſo much 
included in the foregoing obſervations, as to be 
induced to combat the ſpirit of emigration. The 
farmer, the cottager, and the labouring huſband- 
man, may ſuppoſe, though America by theſe 
accounts, appears far from being adaptcd to the 
permanent intereſts of the mechanic and arti- 
zan, yet as the ſtaple commodity of the coun- 
try is land, and the farming intercſt appears to 
be particularly attended to: America muſt be 
a ſituation the beſt of all 9 to ſuit our o- 
cupations, and the moſt likely to procure us 
the comforts and enjoy ments of life. There is 
a ſomething ſo plauſible in this inſinuation, and 
ſo much pains have been taken by American 
ſpeculators to propagate this delufive doctrine, 
that perhaps it will be no caſy taſk to controvert 
it: and were it not that both fact and evidence 
deduced in the following letters, incontroverti- 
bly ſupport an oppoſite opinion; the publiſher, 
however he might regret the error of his credu. 
lous countrymen in private, would not have at- 
tempted a forcible diſſuaſion in public: but hav- 
ing always entertained the ſtrongeſt regard for 
the agricultural intereſts of his country, and not 
being ſo blinded by the ſpeculative advantages 
of commerce, as to loſe ſight of the good old 
Engliſh maxim, the “ farming intereſt is the 

e of the nation,” he hopes he ſhall ſtand 
| "Excules 
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excuſed for addreſſing a few particular obſerva 


tion, to the labouring huſbandman and the in- 
duſtrious cottager. 


hat che preſent cleared parts of the Ameri- 
can continent are tolerably ſettled, and in ſome 
places thickly ſettled i generally allowed—and 
the warmeſt panegyriſts upon emigration, do 
not adviſe the t:nglith huſbandman to extend 
his agricultural adventures beyond the purchaſe 
ol uncleared land: Places and ſituations to which 
though the current of population has not yet 


reached, it is evidently tending, and where the 


proſpect of a few years preſents a happy recom- 
pence for labour, and an advantageous remu- 
neration for perſevering enterprize. It is to be 
lamented that the impcrious behaviour of the 
rich landholders in ngland, and che oppreſſive 


cuſtom of monopolizing tarms, affords but too 


ſpecious a pretext for the American puffer, and 
renders theproſpect of uncleared ſoil to be bought 
at a Chap rate, ſomewhat taſcinating to the ad- 
venturous farmer. Thc expectation of a neigh. 


| bourhood ariſing as it were around him, the hope 


of independance, and the projects of agricultural 
improvement, all conſpire to prompt the delu- 
fion, and to rivet the charm, But let us for a 
moment e amine this boaſted road to happineſs 
and independance, let us weigh well this ccle- 
brated adventure of uncleared land, and ſoon will 
the fallacy appear, and the event ſtand expoſed 
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to the eye of reflection, replete with all the com- 
plicated horrors of diſappointment and di reſs. 

The farmer and thc huſbandman need not be 
informed, that there are many parts of this iſland 


which remain impregnable in obſtinate ſterility 


to the moſt laborious efforts, and acute experi- 


ments of agriculture; and which, after immenſe 
expenditure and repeated trials, can never be 

rendered either profitable or uſeful. The hiſ- 
tory of encloſure, and that beſt of all inſtruc- 
tors, the dear bought experience of ſome of the 
firſt farming families in E ngland, ſupply ſo many 


inſtances of this truth, as to render illuſtration 
needleſs. 


Rocky, ſandy, and {wampy lands, 


are ſeldom or never reduced to a ſtate ot fertility ; 
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let manure be ever,ſo plentiiul, or carriage ever 


ſo cheap. The improvement of barren or waſte 
land, is an undertaking much beyond the at- 


tempt of the common farmer: the expence is 


enormous, frequently exceeds the expected pro- 
fits, and in many caſes, the fee ſimple of the 
inheritance : If at all undertaken, it can only be 
by men of independent fortunes, ho having no 
immediate calls for their ſuperfluous caſh, em- 
ploy it very laudably in att. mpts of improve- 
ment, and experiments of huſbandry. In many 

inſtances, the enterprize proves unſucceſsful, 
ina variety of others, it is abandoned trom the 
attendant expence, and never proſecuted to ma- 
turity; and even where it is ultimate ly crowned 


with ſucceſs, the primary improver ſeldom de- 


rives 
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rives an adequate advantage, and either a freſh 
occupant or another generation reap the profits 
of his induſtry and ſkill. If ſuch are the conſe- 
quences of barren, waſte and uncultivated tracts 
of ſoil in this country, where they are generally 
joined with other improved or cultivated lands, 
wherelabourisproportionably cheap,arid no want 
of huſbandmen is experienced ; what muſt be the 
caſe on the continent, where large and immenſe 
tracts of uncleared land extend for miles conti- 
guous to each other, where hands for cultivati- 
on are extremely ſcarce, and the price of labour 
extravagantly dear,* In Britain, the farmer has 


| a ready 
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A friend of the publiſher's accidentally going into 


the coffee-room of the Saracens Head, Aldgate, remarked 
an American puffer extolling in the moſt inflated language, 
the advantages derivable to farmers and labourers in Ame- 
rica. Among otherallurements, he aſſerted that a common 
| labourer in any of the ſtates received no leſs than ten ſhil- 
lings ſterling per day for his work, It might have exceed- 
ed the bounds of decorum to have given him the lie direct, 
and would have attracted in all probability the reſentment 
of the company, This conſideration obliged the gentle- 
man only to ſmile contempt; upon ſuch ſtudied and bare. 7 
faced falſehood ; though he was compelled ſeemingly to 
aſſent to it, not to incur the odium of the deluded audi- 
tors, who liſtened to the tale. Upon conſidering. this 
incident, and examining it by comparative calculation, he 2 

found that if even the land were given as free property to | 
the farmer in a ſtate of cultivation, and he had neither trou- 
ble nor expence, but to proceed immediately to tillage, the 
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a ready market for his produce: the improved 
and improving ſtate of internal navigation, the 
conveniency and commodiouſneſs of public roads, 


the active ſpirit derived in the interior, from 


the trade and commerce of the exterior of the 
country, enable him to make the utmoſt va- 


luc of his ſtock, by ſupplying even diſtant mar- 


kets, at an inconſiderable expence. 


Let him turn his attention to the ſtate of Ame- 
rican roads, and their ſyſtems of internal navi- 


gation, fettered by local obſtructions, and per- 
petually interrupted by portages, and he will ſee 
in a moment, the impoſſibility of rapid advan- 
tages, if he calculates the expences of circulating 
his produce. 


Thus much for the poſſeſſion; let us now en- 


quire into the purchaſe of American lands. Ihave 
often been almoſt petrified with aſtoniſhment, 
when I have heard of perſons making conſidera- 


ble purchaſes of land, from thoſe who ſtyle them- 
ſelves agents for the diſpoſal thereof—In En- 


gland, before a purchaſe is made, the greateſt 


precaution and ſcrutiny are exerciſed ; the value 


produce of his harveſt, &c. &c. even at the exhorbitant 


Ppriceſof American markets, would ſcarcely defray the fingle 
article of ſervant's wages. If this be the caſe, it would be 


better to be ploughman than farmer, ſervant than maſter ; 
a contradiction ſo obvious as to ſtrike every capacity, and 


' ſufficient without farther reflection to refute the pompous 
| panegyric of an American ſpeculiſt, 


This note is introduced as a ſlight ſpecimen of the in- 
trigues, falſehoods and manœuvres praftiſed upon the igno- 
rant and inexperienced on the ſubje& of emigration, 


of 
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of the land accurately eſtimated, the quality mi- 
nutely examined, the extent ably ſurveyed, the 
title-deeds carefully peruſed, and every caution 
employed to prevent deception and loſs : In this 
particular, we may almoſt ſay Engliſhmen are 
- foſtered by care, and nurſed by attention ; and 
yet the ſame individuals, who to their own coun- 
trymen are ſo cautiouſly circumſpect, run head- 
long and precipitate to conclude a bargain for 
American demeſne. Inſtances daily occur, where- 
In the purchaſer knows no more of his land than 


he does of the map ofthe moon, and the only rea- 


ſon he can aſſign why it ſhould prove fruitful or 
productive is, “his land is in America.” He 
receives all upon truſt; ſituation, extent, ſup- 
poſed produce, climate, variety of ſeaſon, local 
advantages, ſtate of civilization, &c. &c. are 
as much unknown to his perſonal knowledge, 
as the inclement winters of Lapland, to the 
parched inhabitants of the Tropics. He cannot 
even be certain that the map which is offered to 
his view is genuine or correct, and his land may 
lay for ought he knows, in a ſimilar ſituation to 
the Ouaquaphenogaw ſwamp*, ten times more 
unprofitable than the fens of Lincolnſhire. If 
this ſhould not be the caſe, it is more than poſ- 
ſible his eſtate may ſwarm with the prodigious 


* Ouquaphenogaw ſwamp in Georgia, ſituated between 
Flint and Oakmulge rivers, is nearly three hundred miles in 
circumference and in wet ſeaſons has all the appearence 

of an inalrd ſea, e 44.112 
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reptiles, and deadly inſets of the American 
continent, be ſubjected to the inroads of wild, 
beaſts,for to the fierce depredations of the native 
ſavages. If the moſt bigotted emigrant ſin the 
plenitude of his enthuſiaſm, could but be in- 


duced to conſider theſe more than probable diſ- 
advantages and inconveniences, he would at leaſt 


weigh with ſerious reflection the folly of his pur- 


X chaſe, and employ his utmoſt attention to elude 
the fatal conſequences. 


But ſuppoſing for the ſake of argument, that 


none of theſe inconveniences or diſadvantages 


exiſted, what certain information can the pur- 
chaſer poſleſs of the legal right! of the ſeller or 
veracity of the land-broker. Is it not extremely 


| probable, as will appear by the following letters, 


that the ſoil is pre-occupied? and if fo, after a 


X tedious navigation of the Atlantic, and a fatigu- 


ing and toilſome journey to the back country, 


by what proceſs of ejectment will the Britiſh 
XZ emigrant recover his right, or be put in peaceable 
9 poſſeſſion of his property? It may be ſaid, the 
agent has paſſed his word, and we believe his aſſer 
F tions: and have not many words been paſſed, and 
many aſſertions made reſpecting America, which 


ſubſequent experience has proved falſe, partial, 
intereſted and deluſive? Should then, the unfor- 
tunate ſpeculiſt find this his ſituation, when he 
contemplates the immenſe tract of intervening 
territory, and the irrenavigable volumes ofocean 


which roll between him and bis ſeducer, where 


ie 
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is his remedy, or what is his hope of recom- 
pence? Theſe are ſerious reflections, and at 
leaſt deſerve a little attention. Perſons ac- 
quainted with the real ſituation of America, and 
the almoſt inſuperable difficulties of ſettling in 
the interior or back parts of the country, will 
readily acquieſce in their propriety. The en- 
thuſiaſt, who, enamoured of adventure, ido'i1zes 
America from common report, and regards it 
through the partial medium of prejudice and pre- 
conception, will ſtartle at truths to which he is 
a ſtranger and perhaps refuſe aſſent to ſound 
judgment, out of complaiſance to his prejudices. 

TRUTH 1$ A'BITTER PILL, but it muſt be 
ſwallowed, if we value the exiſtence of the 
body politic. The preſent day is remarka- iN 
ble for the promulgation of truth, and it 
remains yet to be ſeen, whether prejudice is 1 
a principle, or only an excreſcence of the hu- 1 
man underſtanding.— The publiſher believes it 
the latter, and in the auſpicious hope of doing 1 
ſome ſervice to mankind, by contributing to its 9 


demolition, he has publiſhed this pamphlet, „ 


Should however, his aſſertions be doubted; the 


ſecond letter ſigned P. B. will amply demon- i 
ſtrate their truth; and ſhew in full feature, the 
miſerable ſituation to which the Kentucky ad- 
yenturers are frequently, if not generally re- | 
duced; which information, allowing a little for | 
the difference of fituation, may be taken for a | 
tolerable ſpecimen of the ſucceſs of agricultural 
adventure throughout the American continent. 


Miſery 
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PREFACE. xxxi 


Miſery and misfortune are the general conſe- 
quents of American puff and panegyric—and I 
know not one of the various praiſes of emigra=- 
tion, which has been realized by experiment, 
except this, « Emigrants to America will have 
no tythes to pay.“ It is undoubtedly true. 
in the back country, the farmer vill have to 
pay no tythes; except we may call ſuch the cuſ- 
tomary contributions, which are every now and 
then demanded by the native Indians, who are 
very apt to ſcalp the proprietor, murder the fa- 
mily, and fire the houſe in their mode of collec- 
tion. 5 

Oxx ſpecies of abje& miſery conſequent upon 
emigration has been hitherto unnoticed—but to 
the labouring poor it is tremendoufly awful, and 
pregnant with horrors of the moſt unprecedent- 
ed nature. I mean the cuſtom of indenting, or 


to ſpeak perhaps more preciſely of buying a vo- 


luntary exile and a bitter ſlavery. Thoſe vora- 
cious harpies of whom in this preface we have 
had already too much occaſion to make mention- 
are in the habits of ſtimulating the labouring poor 
to croſs the Atlantic upon an indenture by 
which they bind themſelves for a certain term, 
from two to ſeven years, as the indented ſervants 
of an auſtere captain or imperious landholder; 
whoſe only object is to derive a profit from their 
misfortune, and to aggrandize himſelf at the ex- 
pence of induſtry in diſtreſs. Theſe contracts 


have 
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have been common on the coaſts of Ireland and 
Scotland for ſome time, but lately, even the 
METROPOLIS is infeſted with them, and the pan- 
ders of American opulence, walk unbluſhing to 
| practice their deluſions through the ſtreets of 
London. | 

The fituations of the unfortunate labourers 
who fall into their hands, may be in ſome de- 
gree conceived, but cannot be eaſily deſcribed. 


They are ſometimes employed on the coaſts, but 


more generally ſent into the interior, where 
every ſpecies of brutal inſolence and overbear- 
ing tyranny is exerciſed upon their feelings. 
Sold upon their landing to a lordly planters 
unable to reſcue themſelves from ſlavery, ſink- 
ing daily deeper into debt, their days embittered 
by hard labour and ſevere treatment, their nights 
harraſſed by cruel though fruitleſs reflection, they 
drop ſilently into the oblivious grave, the miſera- 


ble victims of intereſted delulion. — What terms 


ſhall the indignation of Britain invent, or where 
in the treaſures of reproach, ſhall ſhe find epi- 
thet ſufficiently impreſſive to addreſs the vultures 


who thus prey npon her vitals? And waat muſt 


the honeſt mind think of that boahed land of 


liberty where this ſpecies of legal flavery is prac- F 


tiſed withimpunity, and countenanced by public 
example? Where is the labourer's hope? What 
is the huſbandman's proteQtion, who, unable to 
defray the enpences of his voyage, [hips him- 


ſelf 
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| ſelf indented or indebted with an American cap- 
tain? Let the following ſtory explain the too 
melancholy anſwer. 

A labouring man and his wife entered into an 
indenture with the captain of an American veſ- 
ſel, bound for Philadelphia, in the laſt ſpring. 
The conditions of the agreement were, that the 
man ſhould pay the captain for the paſſage of 
himſelf and his wife, and the captain on his part 
covenanted to ſupply them with ſea ſtores, as 
their little property was exhauſted by paying 
the conveyance. On the veſſel's arrival at Phi. 
ladelphia, the man was to be allowed fix months 
to work himſelf round in, and to diſcharge the 
debt due to the ſhip owners, for his ſuſtenance 
during the voyage. When the ſhip made port, 
the owners came on board, and after examining 
the paſſengers, &c. proceeded to demand the 
pecuniary ſtipulations agreed upon between the 
paſſenger and the captain. 

In vain did the poor fellow urge the condi. 
tions on which he accepted the credit: the own- 
ers alledged that the captain being only their 
3 ſervant, could not diſpoſe of their property 
X without expreſs permiſſion. The captain on his 
4 part, ſwore he had never entered into ſuch en- 
= gagements, and the conſequence was, that the 
man and his wife were thrown into goal, where 
after languiſhing a long time, and finding no 

ether alternative, he was obliged to indent him- 


d ſelf 
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ſelf for eight years to a South Carolina planter, 


who paid the debt and expences, fees, &c. which 
had accumulated to a conſiderable amount. Upon 
this anecdote- the editor muſt obſerve that if 
an Engliſhman is enamoured with flavery, and 


will forge his own fetters, it would be infinite- | 


ly better to make a voyage to Africa, and black- 
en his face at once, than to indent himſelf to 
any American emiſſary, whoſe only aim is to 
make him an article of profit to the next bidder, 
and that by the moſt villanous of artifices, and 
moſt infamous of intrigues. 

Horrid as the foregoing ſtory muſt appear to 
every intelligent reader, it muſt yet excite fur- 


ther horror, to be told that even in the metro- 
polis, theſe nefarious practices are aſſiduouſly 


carried on, and that even thouſands are reported 
to ſwell the liſts of the atrocious traffickers of hu- 
man blood*. Happy fhall the publiſher of theſe 

| „ few 


There is at the preſent juncture, a very large concern of 


this kind, going on by a wholeſale agent in BLOOMSBURY 
Squars. The bird's eye proſpett held forth by this recruit- 
ing cajoler to thoſe credulous {perſons who are ſuperficial 
obſervers, and only accuſtomed to view one ſide of a ſub- 
ject is highly romantic, The trap is Kentucky, and the bait 
nothing ſhort of an independancy, after the time of appren- 
ticeſhip is expired. A friend of the publiſhers has been in 


company with ſeveral of the unfortunatemen, who have been 


worked upon to indent themſelves as common labourers, 
though the greateſt part of them were artizans and mecha- 
nicks of very valuable deſcriptions, | 

| The 
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few ſalutary pages eſteem himſelf, if the diſſe= 
mination of the truths contained i in them, can 
check the progreſs of this enormous evil, and 
recall his deluded countrymen to reaſon and ip 
thought | 


It remains now to ſay fomething of the letters 
which follow; the ſtyle of them will ſufficiently 
authenticate the evidence of their truth—They 
are as they were written, with very little, and 
with no material alteration—Somethings indeed 
it was neceſſary to ſuppreſs, as having local and 

ſome 


The terms of agreement are ſuch as to elude the whole- 
ſome proviſions of the legiſlature, againſt enticing artizans 
from this kingdom: and further to ſecure the efforts of the 
indented to be applied in ſuch manner as their pwners may be 
Pleaſed to direct: For the ideas of theſe bloodſuckers are 
purely correſpondent with the ſtudied villainy of their ac- 
tions, They have ſtipulated indefinitely, and. as ſuch they 
will diſpoſe of theit bargains, as may beſt ſuit their own in- 
tereſted motives. The miſereant alluded. to in this note, 
has chartered no leſs than fix ſhips to convey his miſerable 
game to their land of bondage: The infatuated wretches 
enſlaved by him in this manner, amount to up wards of one 
thouſand, and the time fixed for their departure is the en- 
ſuing month; 

As an inſtante of his conifurmmate hypoctiſy aud artful i in- 
ſinuation, the publiſher cannot forbear to quote one bf his 
notable ſayings ; when giving audience to ſuch perſons as 
are uhintentionally felling themſelves as his ſlaves, he 
frequently ſlops ſhort in his diſcourſe, pulls out his 

handkerchief, and looks moſt ſympathetically, and 
whines in the tone of commiſſeration, “ dear friends, I 
humbly crave your forgiveneſs, and God forgive me! there 
is rather too much of the leaven of ariſtocracy in my diſ- 

poſition"? 
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ſome perſonal alluſions, and ſome expreſſions of MR 
diſappointment were retrenched as too ſevere. — 7 
The writers had no conception they were ever io 
ſee che preſs, and the editor expects no reward, 
but the approbation of his own conſcience—He 
is unconnetted with any party, and of too inde- 
pendant a principle to be influenced by the pal- 
try conſideration of private intereſt However 
indifferent his ſucceſs, he has done his duty to 
his countrymen May they be upon their guard 


| inn crimps and kidnappers of every deſcrip. 
I tion; 


hogs ee uſed, and ſeerded to have its full effect 
on the audience; one young fellow in particular, of a 
very ſhabby appearance, who ſtyled himſelf an architekt, 
ſeemed to be quite charmed with the deportment of this 
worthy charafter ; for on leaving the houſe, the gentleman 
preſumed to temonſtrate with. him on the great impropriety 
of implicitly, adbpting every fine thing this artful ſ yeophant 
uttered, the young man eyed him with marks of ineffable 
contempt, and in an imperious tone, demanded to know 
ö & what ariſtocratic fpy he was in company with, who dareg 
to doubt of the intentions of ſo worthy a character as they 
had juſt left, in order to prevent his followers from accom- 
panying him to the land of e to breath a little REE 
alk.“ 
The gentleman deemed it 8 to ſay nothing in anſwer, 
acting conſiſtently with the nory writ, though not in 
quite ſuch harſh language, as he thought this young fellow's 
credulity or diſtreſs was at Tuch a height, that it had 
given him up to a ſtrong deluſion, in order that he might 
believe a lie, and precipitate himſelf into bondage and its 
bitter appendages. 
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25 1 
tion: and while they juſtly execrate the military 
aſſaſſin, who robs them of their children, to pro- 
vide employment for the ſword of their enemies; 
and deteſt in honourable abhorrence, the com- 
mercial banditti, who deſolate the coaſts of Afric 
with ſlavery and death; may they not forget to 
load with equal obloquy and execration, thoſe 
jackalls of misfortune, the panders of American 
landholders, who would rob them of their peace 
by multiplied deluſion, and facrifice their com- 
fort, their property, and their lives, to ſwell the 
gains of American ſpeculation; 
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LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP; &c. 
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LETTER I. 


ROM A YOUNG MAN (A CARPENTER.) 


Falmouth, March 1 7, 1 79 5. 


DAR BROTRER, 


1 AM happy to inform you of our ſafe arrival 


at this place yeſterday morning. We expe- 


rienced a tolerable pleaſant paſſage, ſaving ſun- 


day night, and the entering this port, which 
was under ſo heavy a gale, that we were driven 


beyond the Lizard. On our hoiſting ſignal for a 


pilot, you would have been ſurpriſed at the 
quickneſs with which he came ſcudding to us in 
his coc kle-ſhell boat. 5 

9 Some time before we dropped anchor, three 
boats crews belonging to the Concorde, Inde- 
fatigable, and a Sloop, ſhips of war, boarded our 
veſſel, in order to impreſs ſuch perſons as would 
ſuit them. We all kept below deck, whilſt they 
examined the ſailors, which was done with ſtrict- 


neſs and ſeverity, and at laſt, they infiſted upon 


taking one poor fellow, on the flimſy pretext 


that his protection was not worded right. Cap- 


'B tain, 


3 


1% I 00K BEFORE YOU LEAP;; 
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tain Hilton conducted himſelf with becoming 
ſpirit on the occaſion, and in a peremptory tone, 
declared that if they were determined to impreſs 
a forcign ſubject contrary to the laws of nations, 
he ſhould immediately ſend a ſtatement of the 
fact to the American miniſter. 
After ſome further altercation, they gave up 
the conteſt, and proceeded to enquire what paſ-- 
ſengers were on board : The captain informed 
them, only ſome families who were going to 
their friends: Oh! rcplied the marauders, they 
may be d d, for they are of no uſe to us, 
and I aſſure you we did not defire to be of any: 
and ſo were happily in perfect uniſon in that 
reſpect. | 
To a perſon like myſelf who has never ˖ been 

| uſed to the ſea, every thing has a novel appear- 
ance, and the different incidents to be met with 
on board a ſhip, are of a complexion both inte- 
reſting and diverting. I have already met with 
many of both kinds: every freſh water failor has 
been very qualmy except myſelf, ſo you can eaſily 
figure in your mind, in what a comfortable ſitu- 
ation I have been as adminiſtrator in general to 
the diſtreſſing condition of my fellow paſſengers : 
However, this has been amply compenſated by 
f the diverting activity diſplayed by the ſcamen in 
working the veſſel, You would have laughe 
heartily, to hear the little drunken pilot's com- 
mands to the ſailors, and their rejoinders as we 
dropt down channel; the following is a ſpecimen : 
Pies Hallo 
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IIa, let go main ſheet! Main Wa Top 
Igallant and weather braces ! Haul away, d—n 
b your ſouls! You are worſe lubbers than Genoeſe, 
4 Plalteſe, Portugueſe or Spaniards ! To this laſt 
alute, the men flyly replied, Eye! eye! old 
4 Fgodger, American freemen can ſometimes excuſe 
Nhe inſolcnce of Engliſh flaves! 

Poor Mc'Leod had the good fortune to be put 
board after we had failed from the downs an 


v ife and family were very unhappy on his account. 
l am quite enchanted with Falmouth, it is a 
noſt delightful place, and ſeems to carry on an 
extenſive commerce; the town conſiſts of be- 
; ween ſix and ſeven hundred houſes, and is built 
upon a rock, commanding a proſpect of a fine 
haſon. 

XZ Our commander in chief, Mr, B-—— ac. 
ompanied me on ſhore, and preſented D——'s 


I draft to Mr. B-=—4, the gentleman on whom 
it was drawn. To our great aſtoniſhment, he 
old us he could by no means comply with 
. the terms of the ſame, as he had never any 
*Feommercial dealings with D-—'s in his life: 
4 it was true he knew ſuch a gentleman, and had 
4 : correſponded with him on politics, but no fur- 
F her, and appeared ſurprized at his preſuming® 


to take ſuch unwarrantable liberty with him, 


Notwithſtanding Mr. E. — d had been 1 
fo free with on our account, profeſſed himſelf 


* Vide preface, page x. 
happy 


OR, A FEW HINTS, &c. 41. 


Hour, this has been a moſt lucky chance; his 
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him that Holt the butcher * (whom he recom. | 


' believe me to be your affectionate brother. 


happy if he could render us any ſervice during oh 
our ſtay in port: we thanked him for his kind. 
neſs, and took our leave, myſelf much aſtoniſhed, |** 


and poor B quite chagrined at his diſap- 0 
pointment. 
If you ſhould chance to ſee Mr. D-—— tell 


mended) is not the honeſt man he repreſented | 
him, for he has furniſhed us with beef and pork 
ſalted two years at leaſt ; it is obliged to be ſoak- |'F 
ed three days in water before any perſon can 
touch it. 
| Thoſe who are judges, and have examined the 4 Fl 
caſks, declare the meat is old ſtores, and very 0 
4 
4 


unwholeſome to eat; we have ſent him a parcel | 1 
by the mail coach, and in it is contained ſome | 
of the rhind and teats of the pork, its of ſuch a 
texture as to furniſh excellent leather for the 
{adlers. 

If you write by return of poſt, believe our 
ſtay will be long enough to receive your letter. 

Our boat is ready to put off, perhaps I may 
write again; commend me to all friends, and 
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OR, A FEW HINTS, &c. 43 


LETTER LI. 


( FROM THE SAME) 


My Dax BROTHER, 


A ETER various perils and dangers, we are 
| 1 at length ſafely arrived at this famous Am e- 
gica. I beg you will write me as ſoon as con- 
enient, an account of the principal occurrences 
he Þ hat have happened in England ſince my depar- 
ry 1 ure. The American newſpapers are filled with 
el | | Re vileſt abuſe and moſt bitter invective againſt 
ne Ihe Engliſh nation, with ſuch ſtrange accounts 


ra Pe their tranſactions; as ſmell very ſtrong of wil- 


he Tul and ſtudied miſrepreſentation. 
1 ſhall be happy to hear that you have ee 
ur! | he harpy talons of that deſigning villain D 
r. or he is a very dangerous character; poor B 
ay das been completely ouſted with his draft; it is 
nd rue, he has reſpectable connections in this part, 
Mut they are little inclined to ſerve any perſon 
1. ef his recommendation. He once was in repute 
Pere, but it is quite otherwiſe at preſent, the 
Wcal fact is, he never dare ſet his foot in this 
| ountry any more on account of ſome very ne- 
arious tranſactions in the paper money buſineſs* 
during the late war. 
* A-la-mode, the manufacturing aflignats i in the preſent. 
ar, by ſome of the emigrants, 
ER Alex- 


Alexandria, Virginia, June 17, 1795. a 
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are obliged to labour for a livelihood, all the drudg- 


ner, either beef, mutton or pork: and for ſup- 


44 LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP ; 
Alexandria i is one of the moſt wicked places ; N ' 
I ever beheld in my life; cock-fighting, horſe- * | 
racing, with every other ſpecies of gambling and 
cheating, being apparently the principal buſi. 
neſs going forwards. As a proof of this, you 
may judge of the extent of hs diſſipation, when 
I inform you, this little place contains no leſs 4 | 
than between forty and fifty billiard-tables.—_ 
Here is one proteſtant church where ſervice i; Fn 
performed once a month; one Preſbyterian, # Þ 
Methodiſt, and Roman Catholic chapel, 1 
The people are as proud and imperious as poſ- 


ſible, and eſteem but little ſuch white people . 


ery being done by their wretched negro flaves. | l 
The women bear no compariſon to our fait, [i 
countrywomen, both in point of perſon and dreſs; 1 
in the latter of which they are perfect ſlovens} = 
as they ſeldom wear caps, ſtays, ſhoes, or ſtock4 it 
ings at home, which makes them whenever 
they appear abroad, equipped in theſe things 1 | 
hardly know how to behave themſelves; and alſo 
renders their carriage extremely awkward and 
diſguſting. Mot perſons riſe by break] of day, 1 
it being the moſt pleaſant in the hot ſeaſon: F 
Our board coſts us three dollars per week; we 
have three meals a day; our breakfaſt conſiſts of 
coffee or tea with hot Indian hoe cakes : for din:|i 


per, the cold meat left at the preceding meal; 
I have neither ſeen nor taſted a good morſel off 
zacat ſince I have been here; it is like carrion,| 
and 
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nd ſo lean, that you might get more fat from 
8 * loin of Engliſh mutton, than from all that has 
le- Wet fallen in my way. 

nd i , I have made enquiries concerning ſhocmakers, 


V7; 


61. nd am of opinion you might ſucceed well, as 
ou nere is no ladies ſhoemaker in town, theſe kind 
1en 4 Ie ſhoes being imported from New England. 
eſs ne wages paid the journey men are very high, no 
cſs than five ſhillings currency for making ſhoes, 
. Ind ſixteen for boots, yet notwithſtanding this, 
N Þy ſome unaccountable miſmanagement, they are 
it '4 e moſt wretched ſet of creatures it is poſſible 
0 4 o conceive, being always bought and ſold from 

g. Ine maſter to another, on account of being forty 


jy fifty dollars in debt. 


7 
** 1 


1 
falt x Tell my couſin J. M.“ to be particular care- 
eſo ul in trifling with the agents for the ſale of 
Ns f American lands, or he will be taken in, as I would 
ck j ot give one thouſand pounds ſterling for all the 
ver Auncultivated land I have ſeen. Adviſe every 
g veerſon to be on their guard againſt ſuch artifices, 
a Wor they will repent it when too late. The lower 
ny WE lafles in Virginia and Maryland are if poſſible 
i nore Kentucky mad, than the credulous En- 
1 4h pliſh are America mad; they are daily venturing 


to that country of promiſe in great numbers ; its 
diſtance from this place is upwards of fix hun- 


purchaſe of land in Kentucky, but has ſince very wiſely 
thought better on it, 


hundred 


A land ſurveyor who was about to make an extenſive * 


1 
1 
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dred miles, ſo the chance of returning is quite 
out of the queſtion, as travelling in America is 
both irkſome and expenſive. 


En 
0 th 


N 


If you ever viſit this country, for Heaven' J. i by 
ſake never come in a general meſs, nor ever de- R 


pend upon any oſſicious friend to furniſh you with 
fea ſtores: You will eaſily divine my meaning; * . 
I have gained a little experience in theſe parti- 
culars. Some of my fellow paſſengers were not 
ſo clean as they ought to have been.“ and we Fe : 
were quickly all in the ſame condition, which 
was no {mall amuſement for us on the voyage; | 
it was a comfortable enjoyment I was quite a 
ſtranger to until that time. I ſhall write again 
upon a larger paper and much cloſer, all the in- 5 
telligence I can collect reſpecting this country,. 
alſo an account of my fellow paſſengers, con- 
taining their names and occupations, f with the f 
* Louly, ; 
+ This alas ! he was prevented from accompliſhing, by # 
being ſnatched away from this life, on Sept. 5th following 1 
in the 2gd. year of his age, to the great grief of his friends ö i 
in particular, and lamented by all who knew him, Setting Þ 
aſide the propenſity be had for leaving a good home and | , 
kind relatives, to viſit the betwitching ſhores of America, | ; 2, 
(an object which he purſued contrary to the tears and intrea- | + L 
ties of his neareſt friends, with a kind of infatuated obſti- ber 
nacy) he was a young man of the moſt winning endear- | 
ments and amiable diſpoſition, His meek humble beha- 
viour, and frank complacency, gained him the eſteem of 
his companions, and all thoſe with whom he was acquaint- 
ed; and his memory will always be regarded by them, with 
the ſame degree of afferdion as his untimely fate is lamented. 
manncr 


2 
5 
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te minner in which they are ſettled, and how far 
| they are likely to ſucceed in their golden proſpetts ! 
cCommend me heartily to all my acquaintance, 
but eſpecially to thoſe good raTrIOTs, Meſſ. 


e Rcw, WIT E, Jus rick Joxxs, and MuRkREI, 


HM 
| 
N 
"Wn 
| 
| 


h "and believe me to be 

£ your affectionate brother, 

is S. M. 
ot 

P. S. Steer clear of D—gs « or yu will be run 
1 142 wund. 
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Alexandria, Virginia, June 17, 179%, 


. Honovrep PAREN TS, 4 : 
EMBRACE this opportunity by Mr. G. x 
Charles, one of my fellow paſſengers, who is 


on his return to England (by way of New York 0 I 
of letting you hear from me. 4 

Our arrival here was on the ;th inſtant, after 1 4 
a middling paſſage of ſeventy-ſeven days from 1 £ 
London to Alexandria. We ſailed from Fal- F 
mouth on Eaſter Sunday morning, with a fine 
breeze, and by half paſt three in the afternoon} 
loſt ſight of England, ſailors then beginning 
their reckoning. Nothing farther occurred de- 5 
ſerving notice until Saturday the 18th of April, 9 
when our ſhip which had been laying to a 
whole week, was by the ignorance of ſome per- 9 
ſons attrafting the notice of the helmſman, what 
in the ſea phraſe is termed © brought up in the 
wind.” The ſea then ſtruck her with ſuch force 45 
that it knocked thirty perſons down, at the ſame 
time ſtaving in quarter-railing on the weather IF © 
ſide, carrying away lee-quartering, binnacle and 8 © 
compals; the caboaze-well was alſo ſtove in, K 
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and the cook nearly killed, and between decks 
= was inſtantly filled knee deep in water. The | 
* crics of women and children with the ſwearing 
4 of the ſailors and others formed ſuch a ſcene I 
„cannot well expieſs: Every ſoul on board was 
properly ducked and wet to the ſkin. For my- 
ſelf, I was loſt in amaze at the terrors of the 
deep, a gale of wind being one of the moſt ſub- 
lime yet awful ſights of nature to a contempla- 
tive mind. On the 21ſt we found our veſſel 
rapidly drifting into Terceira one of the Azores 
er or Weſtern Iſlands, we drove ſo near as to have 
5 a fine view of the town of Angra, and the ſur- 
TT rounding country. Our Captain and crew were 
in the oreateſt terror, as this is the latitude in 
XX which the Algerine gallies, and other barba- 
rous nations at war with the United States, ge- 
nerally cruize, and we having no buſineſs there; 
but thank God we ſoon cleared this place. 
; 23 On the aiſt of May, Mrs. Mc Leod was 
is delivered of a fine boy, having had a good 
7 time, this incident ſtrikingly verifies the ſaying, 
that the © back is fitted to the burthen.” 
= The giſt from the maſt head we deſcribed the 


5 1 Eaſtermoſt ſhore of Maryland, it is impoſſible 

W to deſcribe the great joy manifeſted upon this 
occaſion. June the 4th, myſelf accompanied 
by Meſſrs, Webb, Hobbs and Charles, landed 
and at Maryland Point, in Potomack river, near 


C ſixty 
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Alexandria, Virginia, June 17, 1739 1 
Hoxov RED PARENTS, 


EM BRACE this opportunity by Mr. ll 

Charles, one of my fellow paſſengers, who i id 
on his return to England (by way of New __ 
of letting you hear from me. 
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Our arrival here was on the gth inſtant, afte 
a middling paſſage of ſeventy- ſeven days fron * 
London to Alexandria, We ſailed from Fall 
mouth on Eaſter Sunday morning, with a fin 
breeze, and by half paſt three in the eee 
loſt ſight of England, ſailors then beginnir 
their reckoning. Nothing farther occurred de 
ſerving notice until Saturday the 18th of April 
when our ſhip which had been laying to | 
whole week, was by the ignorance of ſome pe : 
ſons attratting the notice of the helmſman, wh 
in the ſea phraſe is termed “ brought up in thi 
wind.” The ſea then ſtruck her with ſuch foro 
that it knocked thirty perſons down, at the ſam 
time ſtaving in quarter-railing on the weathelf 
ſide, carrying away lee-quartering, binnacle an 
compaſs; the caboaze-well was alſo ſtove in 


I 


0 
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and the cook nearly killed, and between decks 
was inſtantly filled knee deep in water. The 
Wcrics of women and children with the ſwearing 
of the ſailors and others formed ſuch a ſcene I 
4 annot well expreſs: Every foul on board was 
properly ducked and wet to the ſkin. For my- 
| * elf, I was loſt in amaze at the terrors of the 
| a gale of wind being one of the moſt ſub- 
0 i} me yet aw ful ſights of nature to a contempla- 
tive mind. On the 21ſt we found our veſſel 
Ppidly drifting into Terceira one of the Azores 
r Weſtern Iſlands, we drove ſo near as to have 
fine view of the town of Angra, and the ſur- 
| 1 country. Our Captain and crew owe 
n the greateſt terror, as this is the latitud 
hich the Algerine gallies, and other barba- 
ous nations at war with the United States, ge- 
erally cruize, and we having no buſineſs there ; 
ut thank God we ſoon cleared this place. 
On the aiſt of May, Mrs. Mc Leod was 
£ peri Wclivered of a fine boy, having had a good 
„ whil 1 me, this incident ſtrikingly verifies the ſaying, 
at the © back is fitted to the burthen.” 
The 31ſt from the maſt head we deſcribed the 
aſtermoſt ſhore of Maryland, it is impoſſible 
d deſcribe the great joy manifeſted upon this 
— June the 4th, myſelf accompanied 
y Meſlrs, Webb, Hobbs and Charles, landed 
t Maryland Point, in Potomack river, near 
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fixty miles from Waſhington; we immediately 
congratulated each other on ſetting foot upon 
the defired ſhore, and in high ſpirits ſet off to 
complete the remainder of our voyage by land, 
After walking ten miles, we came to Mr. New- 
man's, at Port Tobacco, and found that gen- 
tleman at home, he received us with great ci- 
vility, and was extremely anxious in his enquires 
reſpetting England: I delivered the letters, &c. 
J had for him, and then proceeded to aſk if he 
thought there was any likelihood of Mr. Murrel 
ſucceeding in that part. He inſtantly replied 
by no means, as there was no journeymen to be 1 
had like in England, and therefore what buſi- iS 
neſs he contratted for muſt be done with his = 
own hands, by which he could never carry his 1 
trade on to any conſiderable extent“. After 
ſtopping ſome little time, we took our leave, and 
rambled on through the wilderneſs, and killed A 
two ſnakes, one of which meaſured five feet A 
four inches, and at length arrived at Alexandria, 
Juſt two hours after the veſſel. A 
have engaged to work for a Mr. Mills, at the 
rate of ten ſhillings per day Maryland money, 13 | 
the place where the buildings are, is called 


The perſon here mentioned, is a reſpectable maſter 5 
whiteſmith, and a man of property; he had formed the re- 
ſolution of paſſing over to the American continent, but | 
from the account given by Mr. Newman, who is a gentle- 1 
man he has done conſiderable buſineſs for in his trade, he © 
is ſomewhat cooled in his propoſed undertaking. | 
 Green- 
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Greenleafs Point in the Federal City. The ten 
ſhillings is currency, the value in Engliſh mo- 
hey being rather better than fix ſhillings. I 
might have had more if I would have engaged 
to have ſtopt until thirty eight houſes were 
completed, but this I would by fno means 
comply with, chuſing firſt to obſerve how the 
climate agrees with my health. At preſent the 
heat is almoſt intolerable, the market being 
a obliged to be kept at four in the morning, the 
meat being killed at twelve at night, and all li- 
1 quors are kept in water. As to what we have 
been told in England reſpecting the City of 
Waſhington, it is all a mere fabrication, and a 
ſtory invented to induce young fellows to come 
to this part of the world. Moſt of our adven- 
turers have been egregioufly diſappointed, and 


r | 

d thoſe who have it not in their power to return» 
d appear quite chopfallen. What will you ſay 
et when I inform you there is not forty houſes in 


# this extenfave metropolis, and that it has more 
the appearance of Sutton Colekield® than a city. 
In fad, if it is a city, it is one in embrio, which 
2 vill not come to perfection for theſe two centu- 
1 | ries, if ever it does at all. —So much for the 
; Federal City of Waſhington. 


ter | 
re. Very few perſons who Rave been induced to viſit 
but | this part, ſtay here long, but diſperſe themſelves 


* An extenſive barren waſte near Birmingham. | 
aver 
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over the other ſtates, by which means the num- 
bers of mechanics are generally the ſame in and 
round Alexandria, &c. This 1s all the intel- 
ligence I can collett at preſent, depend upon my 
ſending a further account, as well as a journal 
of my vcyage the firſt opportunity. Commend 
me to all my friends and acquaintainces, and 
always eſteem me your dutiful ſon, 


S. M. 

P. S. I am apprehenſive Bogue and poor in- 
fatuated Me Leod, begin to think they had 
better have remained in London. They are 
convinced it will be impoſſible to ſet up their 
coaches this year. Alas! that we Engliſhmen 
ſhould be the continued dupes of our own cre- 
dulitv. 


LETTER 
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LFE IV. 


FROM A YOUNG MAN, 
BY PROFE>SION A ST! ONEMASON, 


Waſhington, July 4, 1795- 
HoxovureD ParENTSs, 


NOWING the anxiety you will be under 
on my account, I take the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of writing, which is by the firſt ſhip that 
has ſailed from Alexandria ſince my arrival. I 
landed at that town upon the 5th ultimo. in good 
health, the continuance of which I experience 
at preſent. After ſpending a week in looking 
about me, and in viewing the country, and alſo 
endeavouring to get a ſituation, but finding none 
to ſuii me, I was obliged to procecd to this place, 
where I began to work the Monday week after 
landing, at the Capitol or Houſe of Aſſembly, 
where the Congreſs are to mect as ſoon as this 
ci ty is built ! This edifice is three hundred feet 
in front, and nearly the ſame in depth, its foun- 
dation is now riſing out of the ground, and con- 
ſiſts of a ruggid flinty ſtone, but the building 
above 1s to be continued, with what is called 
American freeſtone, which 1. of the nature of an 
Engliſh coarſe grit; it is not a bad ſtone to work, 
and we are preparing it as faſt as poſhble, My 
8 wages 
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wages are eleven ſhillings per day currency, which 

Is fix ſhillings and ſeven pence ſterling. I pay 

fixteen ſhillings Engliſh money per week for 

board and lodging, but find my own drink, which 

makes it amount to upwards of a guinea* ; pro- 

viſions of all kinds are much dearer than in Lon- 

| don, and the quality neither ſo nutritive nor 

palatable to an Engliſhman : for the greateſt part 

of the animal food is ſalted, and the vegetables are 

ſo ſcarce, that we ſeldom taſte any ; by which 

numerous diſorders attending the living on ſalt 

meat are produced, ſuch as the ſcurvy, &c. &c. 

This country is far deficient from what we 

were taught to expect in England, and conſe- 

quently I have been egregiouſly deceived in the 

k expeAations I formed on the deſcriptions which 
I nad repreſented to me of this place. Not- 
withſtanding this, I am no ways ſorry for com- 
ing, as by ſo doing, it has taught me a proper 
value for my native country; and alſo ſome little 
1 experience in the manœuvres practiſed by the 
| artful on the unwary,in order to induce them 
to emigrate to this inhoſpitable land. The City 
of Waſhington, which is to be the ſeat of the 
American legiſlature in the year 1800, at preſent 
does not contain forty brick houſes, f and theſe are 
not 
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* And alſo waſhing, which is very expenſive. 
The arnexed deſcription of Waſhington, is literally 


extracted from the Morning Chronicle of Thurſday, 
January 28, 1796. 


4 The 
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not half finiſhed ; the remainder are wooden huts, 
and the worſt I ever beheld. The five itrcets 
ſo pompouſly lain out in the map which we 
examined in London, are avenues cut through the 
woods, with not a ſolitary houſe ſtanding in either 
of them, At George Town, which is about a 
mile from this city, the buildings are at a ſtand 
for want of money, which is @ very prevalent 
evil in this part amongſt the builders, but where 
Jam at work I am told the caſh is ſure. 

The FEDERAL CIT, as it is called, is ſituated 


upon an eminence, overlooking the Potomac k 


river, and alſo ſurrounding hills and vales, but 
is by no means ſo pleaſant, fertile, or healthy 
as repreſented : The hills are barren of every 
thing but impenetrable woods; and the valleys 
are mere ſwamps, producing nothing except my_ 
riads of toads and frogs (of an enormous ſize) 


© The magnificent City of WASHINGTON, in Ame- 
rica, has already SEVEN THOUSAND HOUS:.S, built 
in a very handſome ſtyle, and they continue building in a 
very rapid manner,” It is not our intention to caſt any 


reflection upon the editor of the newſpaper for circulating 


ſuch a barefaced falſehuod, as we are well aware of the 
manner in which articles of intelligence are introduced to 
his notice. But at the ſame tiine u e muſt remark, that the 
conductors of the various vehicles of information, ſhould. 
be extremely cautious how they iſſue to the public in po- 
fitive terms, ſuch important notifications, ſo void of foun- 


dation; and before they venture to Uiſperle ſuch attractive 


inducements to emigration, be well convinced their infor- 
mation ariſes from no intereſted quarter, 


with 


£ 
T4 
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with other nauſeous reptiles. The ague and fe- 
ver, and alſo the flux are dreadful ſcourges to 
new comers ; even the natives, ; and thoſe who 
have paſſed what is called the ſeaſoning, frequent- 
ly fall victims to their ravages. The extreme 
variability of weather, together with the ſtag- 
nate waters in the ſwamps, and the uncleared 
lands are deemed the chief cauſes of the ague 
and fever: And the ſpiritous liquors which 1s 
our uſual beverage, that of the flux, 

Provided I keep my health, I propoſe trying 
my fortune here a twelvemonth, at the end of 
which, if this city goes on no better, I will pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia, where I am informed 
there 1s as good encouragement given there as 
is here, and the ſituation much more comforta- 
ble. 

This place is the mere whim of the PæRSTIDRN 
of the United States, and lies contigous to his 
own eſtate. Notwithſtanding what may be aver- 
red to the contrary, I think he has'manifeſted a 
great portion of vanity in the ardent deſire he has 
expreſſed in wiſhing to perpetuate his name, by 
building a metropolis vnder ſo many diſadvan- 
tages, both in reſpect of climate and fituation : 
During his life, it raay out of compliment to 


him be carried on in a flow manner, but I am 


apprehenſive (and that not without reaſon) as 
ſoon as he is defuntd, the city, which is to be the 
boaſted monument of his greatneſs, will alſo be 

| the 
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W the ſame. The American government do not 


enter into the buſineſs with ſpirit, for there is 
not above a hundred and fifty mechanics of all de- 


| ſcriptions employed here at preſent, and what pro- 
greſs they will be able to make ia building a me- 
7 4 iropolis * upon the extenſive plan lain out, I leave 
F: 5 you to judge. 
Excepting the capitol and preſident's houſe, 
*Z 411 the other buildings are begun by a parcel of 
adventurers and ſpeculators, who after having 
experienced the effetts of their own folly, generally 
fretire into ſome other ſtate,diſappointed in their 
expectations. 

2 There are ten ſtonemaſons employed at the capitol, 
and ſeventeen at the preſident's palace, with five 


1 more at different places, and that is the whole 


® The artleſs account of this much impoſed upon young 
man, ill accords with the very intereſting deſcription of 
Wa ſhington, given by the Rev. W. Winterbotham in his 
Hiſtory of America, vide vol. 3, page 22. At the cloſe of 
4 the year 1792, moſt of the ſtreets were run, and the ſquares 


divided into lots. The canal was partly dug, and the great- 
4. elt part of the materials provided for the public buildings, 
1 which are entirely of freeſtone poliſhed, and are now car- 
7 rying on with all poſſible expedition. Several private 
1 houſes were erected, and a great many lots were preparing 


to build. The city now makes a noble appearance, many of 
tne public buildings being in great forwardneſs, or fenijhed, 
and a great number of houſes built. In the month of June 


| laſt, eleven thouſand artificers, beſides labourers, were em- 
ployed in the different works.“ 


amount 
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amount of our profeſſion in Virginia and Mary. 
land, as the people have no taſte for ſtone work, 
it being ſo very expenſive. 

The maſons are nearly all Scotch, however they 
appear to be civil ſociable men. I have ſeen 
our friend R 


is on the point of leaving his preſent employment, 


which is ſuperintending the working of a ſtone 


he is ſituated at fifty miles 
diſtance from this place und is in good health, but 


quarry. Mr. Bogue's family, and the greateſt | 


part of my fellow adventurers, are ſo much out 
of love with this place, that they have ſettled at 
Alexandria, and ſome are ſo much diſappointed 


and chagrined, that they are going to return by 3 


the veſſel which brings this letter. 


At preſent, this is all the intelligence Iam in : 


poſſeſſion of, and make little doubt you will 
form your judgment reſpecting America there- 
on. It is with peculiar ſatisfaction I am ena- 


bled to return my thanks to the all gracious diſ- 
poſer of his creatures, for the very providential 5 


eſcape we experienced on our paſſage hither; 


but of this in my next I ſhall be more particular. 
For Heaven's ſake! adviſeall perſons to be care- 
ful how they qui: their friends and connections 


to come to America; I have now gained a little 
knowledge in the matter ; to a ſingle man like 
myſelf the diſſappointment is only trifling, and 
an incident that I probably may look upon as 
the whim of unguarded inexperience at ſome 

future 
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future period ot my life; but to a married man 
wy © ith a family of children, ſuch an undertaking is 
{ . once both afflicting and awful. For the pre- 
ſent I am obliged to conclude for want of paper, 
and cannot ſay any thing farther than ſubſcrib- 


4 ; ing myſelf 


your dutiful ſon, 


J. D. 


LETTER 4 
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LETTERY. 


( FROM THE SAME ) 
Waſhington, Auguſt 31, 1795, 
My DAR SISTER, 


CCORDING to promiſe, I now ſet down N y 
to give you ſome little account of myſelf 
ſince we parted. It is with concern, I am not 
enabled to correſpond with my dear fiſter in 4 
that regular manner I could have wiſhed, upon 3 
account of the great inconvenience there 1s of 


ſending from, or receiving letters at this CITY, 
I hope, dear fiſter, this will not in the leaſt dil. | 
courage you from writing, bnt on the contrary, 
you will write every opportunity that may offer, 
either by the mails or merchantmen. It is not 
very material whether they are bound immedi- 
ately for Alexandria, for if they come to any 
other port, and are directed to me at the capitol 


4 
'M x 


at WAS HIN TOS, I ſhall get them from the 1 
poſt- office at Alexandria, which is eleven miles J 
diſtant from this place. > ; 
Through divine favour I am in good health, 
which I have enjoyed without intermiſſion ever 
ſince my landing. It is with pleaſure I am ena- 
bled to inform you, I am in a much more com- 
fortable lituation than when I firſt arrived; for 


at 


i 


| 
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at the time I wrote to your father, I was very 
N N . aferenüy accommodated: Since then I have 
' changed my lodgings, after having lived, or 
Father ſtarved in them five weeks, and now re- 
de in a creditable family of Americans(the firſt 
\ Frere Iriſh) who appear very civil, obliging peo- 
f Pie, which makes me much more eaſy in my 
* Mind. The encouragement which induced me 
wn to venture in this country, has anſwered in one 
elf ge /pect, my expectations, as I obtain nearly dou- 
not dle the pecuniary recompence for my labour, which 
received in England: But under greater diſ- 
advantages, for my expenditure is nearly double 
if hat it uſed to be in my native country, and the 
accommodations nothing near ſo good. We 
Nabour at this ſeaſon one hour per day leſs than 
Win Lon pon, which is neceſſary on account of 
the exceſſive heat of the climate. 

Having thus far premiſed, I will now pro- 
Wcecd to afford you ſome few particulars of my 
: este and travels. I need not call to your 
Wrecollettion that we ſailed from Wapping Old- 
Witairs to Graveſend on the 19th of March, at 
T which place we were detained three days; after 
E which we failed for Falmouth, where we arrived 
on the goth. It is impoſſible for me to attempt 
a deſcription of the continued and beautiful 
proſpe& of ſhipping, we enjoyed in this plea- 
ſant trip, it ſurpaſſed any thing I could have 
conceived. After a delay of ſix days at Fal- 
mouth 
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mouth we weighed anchor, on Eaſter Sunday i 
morning, being the 5th of April, and with a fine 
breeze got under fail, and by three o'clock in the 
afternoon loſt ſight of old England, which is « ® 
garden in comparaſon to all the land I have yet ſeen, 0 
for comelinels, fertility, hoſpitality and induſ 
try. From the 5th to igth we experienced calms . 
and contrary winds, which obliged us to lay to 
with all our ſails handed. On the 20th ve 
ſhipped a heavy ſea, which did us conſiderable! 
damage, by waſhing ſeveral things overboard; 
the water poured in torrents down the hatch- 
way, and ſet the bottom beds afloat, when ſuch 
a ſcene of confuſion enſuedas I never witneſſed i ; 
before in my life; our appearance reſembled 
that of drowned rats, until we could procure 4 
dry cloaths to put on. After this incident, we MW 
experienced very pleaſant weather with briſk 
and favourable breezes. On the 21ſt of May, 
we deſcried the Azores or Weſtern Iſlands: 
which frightened us all very much, as this is 
the uſual tract in which the Algerines cruize for 1 


the Americans, but fortunately we eſcaped thoſe 


. 2 * 


— 6 


* 


* by 
1 
35 
F 


_— 


my 
r 


- - 
> . 


2333 1 , a N 
_ Ay — Ay bk — ps 


FR 


"Re 


— 


I 
c 


4 


: 


* 


—Y 


marauders. After this, nothing material occur- 
red, except ſpeaking with ſome Britiſh mer- 


chantmen, who informed us the French con- 
vention had iſſued orders to their cruizers to 
ſearch all American veſſels for Britiſh ſubjects 
and property, which put us all in a dreadful 
conſternation. The remainder of the voyage | 
our 
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our harmony was greatly diſturbed by the diſ- 

ſentions prevailing amongſt our company, re- 

tl © ſpecting the proviſions; which was terminated 
TY © by dividing the ſmall ſtores, ſuch as coffee, tea, 

© ſugar, flour, cheeſe, &c. &c. the ſingle men 

WT accuſing the married of being too extravagant. 
Nö e 31, an American pilot came on board, and 
at three o clock the ſame day Cape Henry was 
inte, at twelve at night we entered the Bay, 
and early next morning the Potomack River, 
which appeared very pleaſant, and about a mile 
Jin width. This river direQs its courſe through 
p 4 a vaſt number of windings, each of which forms 
4 f a bay. 1ts banks on both fides ſeem in exter- 
nal appearance to be adorned with moſt beautiful 
woods. On the th of June, to our great joy 
we arrived at Alexandria, when, in an inſtant, 
the decks were crowded with viſitors, who were 
very importunate in their enquiries for the news 
we had brought from their native land. This 
is a pleaſure I cannot experience where I am 
ſituated. 

After minutely ſurveying Alexandria, and 
enquiring for employment, but finding nothing 
ſuitable, I and my fellow tradeſmen proceeded 
with anxious expectation to the famous FEDERAL 
City, and I do aſſure you it would have been 
an excellent ſubject for a painter who takes his 
copies from nature, to have ſketched our features 


upon 
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upon viewing this extenſive METROPOLIS of Le. 
tween thirty and forty houſes. 0 
You may conceive what kind of panegyric we i: | 
beſtowed upon thoſe who had been the occaſion of 
our peregrination to this ;mart of happineſs. 
On making application for employ, we found 
but two places where ſtonemaſons were wanted, ; p 
the capitol and preſident's houſe. Theſe places 
—or chuſe—bcing the only alternative, we were 
forced to engage with our employers vpon their un 
terms. * 
At Was HIN GTO I heard ſome tidings of 
our friend R who I learned was ſituated 4 P 
at a ſtone quarry, fifty miles diſtant in Virginia. 
On my return to Alexandria, I propoſed to 
B n an excurſion to viſit R n, which 2 
being agreed between us, we ſet out upon our in- 
tended journey. About four in the afternoon 
we left Alexandria, and walked through a bar- 
ren, rugged, ſwampy country, until the ap- 
proach of darkneſs, when we ſtopped at the houſe 
of a planter, and were regaled with India-hoe- 
bread, and ſour milk for ſupper, and a miſerable 
hard lodging; for which in the morning he very 
hoſpitably charged us eighteen pence ſterling 
each“. On paying our kind hoft, we again ſer 
off, and after experiencing a toilſome walk, we | 
arrived at the place of our deſtination, where 
we found R , Who was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
perſons he ſo little expected. On enqulry he 


* Nearly half a crown currency. 


3 


. 
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informed us he was employed in ſuperintending 
the quarry, but wason the point of giving up his 
0 'M i ſituation, and proceeding to Charleſtown South 
£ Carolina, to his uncle who had promiſed to ena. 
ble him to open a quarry upon his own account. 
4 We lodged at the proprietor of the quarry's 
. houſe that night, and were treated with ſtinking 
a 4 & bacon and hoe bread for ſupper, which we break- 
8 7 faſted and dined on next day; in the afternoon 
<= we took our leave, and ſet out on our return, 
* d at dark entered a grog ſhop kept by a negro, 
4 here we again ſupped on bacon and hoe-bread, 
und reſted our wearied limbs on the floor for a 
bed the remainder of the night. Early in the 
3 morning we again ſet off, and in the day luckily 
reached a negro hut. I fay luckily, for it ſhel- 
tered us from one of the moſt awful and tremen⸗ 
dous ſtorms of thunder and lightening I ever 
witneſſed in my life, and which intermitted the 
remainder of our journey through the wild un- 


* 
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12 cultivated woods to Alexandria. You would 
?- WE have ſmiled at, and alſo pitied poor B n and 
ſe W myſelf, to have ſeen us without ſhoes and ſtockings, 
*- bsording the ſwamps, and ſtarting at the large 
le black toads and croak ing frogs, ſeveral times in 
ry te courſe of this excurſion; and likewiſe when 
8 the ſun ſhined, to ſee how we were harraſſed by 
Et 


the muſquitos and other venemous inſects. 
Nothing particular has occurred lince | have 


iy been engaged at work, excepting that both the 
cc Wt maſons who were my fellow paſſengers, have de- 
he ſerted me. R Ad is gone to the quarry to 

E take 


66 
take R 


diſguſted, and gone to try his fortune at New York. i 
I muſt conclude for the preſent, and ſubſcribe 


myſelf 
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's place, and pcor B n 7s quite 


your affectionate brother, 
: : 3 ; . J 3 J. D. 


LETTFR 
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LETTER VI. 


From the Chieftain of the Company which 
ſailed in the Two Siflers. 


Mx. JOHN BOGUE A CARPENTER. 


| 
. 
ö 
f 


Alexandria, Sept. 15, 1795. 
DAR SIR, 


EMBRACE the preſent opportunity of writ- ? 


ing to you by the Two Siſters now upon her 
3 for England. Since our arrival, ſeveral 
of us have been very poorly, owing to the change 
of living and climate. Mr. S. M.“ is dead, and 
1 was decently interred on the 8th inſt. I wrote 
to his friends three days ſince, to let them know 
he has made a will, and left me his executor, and 
2 troubleſome affair I ſhall have of it, as he was 
employed in Maryland and dicd in Virginia. 
His cheſts, &c. &c. remain at Waſhington in 
Maryland, ſo that after I have adminiſtered in 
Virginia, where he died; i muſt do the ſame in 
Maryland, which will bc both :roubleſome and 
W expenſive: however i will do the beſt in my pow- 
ger. Ait r being ill ſometime at Waſhington, 
he came to a houſe or tavern at Alexandria, 


* The young man, the writer of the firſt, ſecond, and 
third letters, he was one of the moſt athletic and robuſt of 
the whole company, as already mentioned. | 

+ This letter never came to hand, 


where 
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where he did not long remain before he breathed 
his laſt, The doctor was of opinion, that by 4 
catching a violent cold it occaſioned a fever, 

which proved his death. Be ſo kind as ſhew his 
parents this letter, and inform them he has willed 
what property he has in the Engliſh funds to 
them. What his property conſiſts of here, 1 4 
cannot tell, as I am not permitted to ſee it be. 
fore I have duly adminiſtered, Tell them 1 


- will ſend a probate of his will, with any ſum} 


that remains, after paying the expences inci- 
dent to his illneſs and funeral. | 
The reaſon of my ſettling here is, that I could 
not find any thing to do worth the while at 
Waſhington, for it has more the appearance of 
a deſart than a city! There are not more than 
forty good houſes in the whole place, and thoſe 
not finiſhed. They inform me the reaſon Wy 
it is at ſuch a ſtand, is on account of ſome offi 
the managers * having been ſo roguiſh as to em- . 
bezzle the money entruſted by the ſtates to their ; 
charge. I have viſited it ſeveral times, and 
mult confeſs if the capitol and preſident's 
houſe are ever completed, they will be two ven 3 
fine edifices. The capitol will ſtand upon mori 
{ ground than Somerſet Houſe, But what wi 


Among the reſt, is the celebrated projettor of the pllſ | . 
of WASHINCTON Major L. Enfant, who has deſerted hal 
foſter child, convinced it will never arrive at maturity, ao 
after pocketing what caſh he could get from his employ 
took! I rench leaye of them. 
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| theſe ſolitary buildings ſignify, ifthe others do 
not go on with greater ſpirit? for it can hardly 
N 7 be conceived, that the preſident and congreſs 


u ill ever exerciſe their legiſlative functions in 
0 an uncultivated place ſurrounded by an unclear- 
to cd wilderneſs. 

; At Alexandria a good carpenter can get nine 
i millings per day currency, which is about fix 
. and ſixpence ſterling. Every article of life is 
- much dearer than in London, ſo that upon the 

Whole, there is not much difference here, in re- 
bo 4 F Pes to the overplus ſavings (at the week's end) 
m a journeyman mechanic than in England, Meat, 
_ but not ſuch meat as yours) is ſixpence ſterling 
chan per pound; fowls, two ſhillings per couple; a 
hoſeſ gooſe or turkey, three and ſixpence; butter 
why Perry dear, and not fit for uſe, being like oil: no 
ne off 5 Fheeſe to be had that's catable, except Engliſh, 
r hich is at a moſt exorbitant price. Bread is very 
thei . Wear, upon account of the vaſt quantity. of grain 
and ported, which is ſo much, that I cannot give 
dent ou any adequate idea to judge from. Every 
> very arehouſe being ready to break down withgrain, 
| more nd numerous waggons arrive daily with the 
at wih me, which is conſtantiy loading on board the 
Ny feſſels in the Potomack river. 

2 Three fourths of Alexandria are Scotch, and 
rity, aol Rr are unanimous in aſſiſting each other from 


e St. Andrew Society, which has an able fund. 
The 
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The prevalent religion is the Preſbyterian,there WE 
are alſo Anabaptiſts, Methodiſts and Epiſcopa- 
lians; but all their meetings are ſorrily attend. | 
ed. The Preſbyterians are the moſt orderly and 
reſpectable, and they are dignified with the bell, 
which ſerves for all the reſt of the places of 
worſhip. Our miniſter's name is Dr. Muir, 
he is a near relation to Dr. Hunter of London ; 
Wall; he came here ſome years fince from Ber- 
muda, and is a man both able and willing in his 
office: he bears great reſpect for the mother 
country-people, but particularly the Scots, as he 
1s one of our country himſelf. z 7 
The conſtitution of Virginia approximates 4 
ncarer the Engliſh than any of the other ſtates, 
and its laws are well adapted.“ However there 
is one bad regulation, which is, freehold pro- 
perty is not liable to be ſold to defray ſuch law. i 
ful debts as its owner contracts in trade; but 
this is on the point of being aboliſhed, I have 
tolerable ſucceſs in my profeſſion, and at preſent 
employ ſix men, I could employ more, but they 5 
are not to be had for money. Your nephew be- 
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* This is a molt ſtriking inſtance of the ſuperiority and 3 
excellence of the Engliſh laws over any other extant, And 
however badly they may be adminiſtered, this circumſtance 
Proves, that notwithſtanding the writer of the above letter x 
was out of love with the ſame when in his own country, 
he cannot help mentioning them with veneration, when 'Þ 
compared with the laws of an other country, I 
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= haves like a man and a chriſtian, and is very 
15 well. 

 Excuſc haſte, and permit me to remain 

1 your faithful friend, 


J. B. 


11 is ſaid this man took upwards of three thouſand 
* ' pounds with him, 
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LETTER VII. 


From a well known Character, who has ſuf- 
fered much in this Country for his attach= . 
ment to the PRINCIPLES of the | $ 


LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
Norfolk, Virginia, Oct. 16, 17953. F 4 
DAR Wire, 1 


WROTE to you gth inſt. by the Commerce 

for Liverpool, “ ſince which every thing con- 
tinuese qually dear; every article twice the price 
as at London, and no accommodations to be 
had. The meat is only fit for dogs; poultry is 
middling both in price and quality. Oyſters 
are one ſhilling ſterling per buſhel, or the ſame 
price when opened per quart, but they are not 
to be compared in flavour to our Billinſgate 
oyſters, having no ſalt in them. 

I have never undergone ſuch great hardſhips 
in my life—I have been three days without 
taſting a morſel of meat or butter, except I paid 
a moſt exorbitant price for the ſame. My 


finances will not admit to pay twenty ſhillings 
fer week for very indifferent board and lodging, 


which muſt be at a boarding-houſe, where a 


This letter has never come to hand, 
man 
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man muſt drink lite a fi/h, and allo pay well for 
it. I have not had the refreſhment of a bed ſome 


time, as I, am cautious of fleeping in one I do 
not know, for within theſe ſix weeks nearly three 
hundred per/ons have died upon the average, and 
the mortality is not yet ſubſided. I am ſorry 
to mention that my friend Winter is dead and 
buried, he only lay ill three days, he was taken 
with a putrid fever and vomiting, and the ſtuff 
that he diſcharged in the utenſil I held to his 


mouth * appeared like jet black dye. Tell his 


wife he was taken ill upon the 8th inſt. and in- 
terred on the 12th.—Inform Mr. Weatherhead 
at the Bell in Montague-ſtreet, that his ſiſter 
fell a victim to the ſame diſorder the day on 
which poor Winter died. One of the footmen 
ſo called is very ill, and Dando has been the 


ſame, but is now recovered. 


There is no good water in all this place, and 
for ſuch as it is, we are obliged to pay threepence 
a pailful, which is fetched by negro {laves hired 
for that purpoſe. I hope to get a paſlage for 
Alexandria to-morrow, of which I ſhall be hear- 
tily thankful, but it is too late to proceed to 
Kentucky this wincer, ſo muſt endeavour to 
get ſomet hing to do at Alexandria until ſpring, 


* A rare and unuſual piece of friendſhip, for a perſon 
at the hazard of his own life, to perform ſo kind an office 
to the companion of his adventures; and how deſerving 
to be recarded to the writer of the above letters honour, 

Here 
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Here I have erected my Ebenezer, for hitherto 
hath the Lord helped me, for it is by his prove 
dential mercy I am alive. # 
x Pray tell every body not to think of coming to 
Norfolk, as they muſt pay extravagantly dear for 1 
every neceſſary of life, and be otherways wretch- 
ly accommodated. Two ſhillings per pound for ; : 
good for nothing butter; ſixteen pence for in- 
different cheeſe; fourteen pence for candles and 
ſoap, which they boaſt is free from either aden, 
or exciſe ; three ſhillings and fixpence per dozen 
for waſhing, every waſhing article of dreſs being 
reckoned for one, ſo that a dozen ſoon amounts 4 
up. Write to me to be left at the poſt-office 2 
Alexandria. I-am anxious of hearing of your 
and child's welfare. | 


Adieu dear girl, 
T. Bj 


l 


LETTER 
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LETTER VIII. 


( FROM THE SAME ) 


Alexandria, Nov. 16, 1795. 
Dear Wi FE, 


I mentioned the death of poor Winter. 1 
intended to have made the beſt of his effects, 
and directed his wife where to have received 
the money. The ENGLISH Consur, however 
was kind enough to ſave me that trouble, in 
claiming as he ſaid by virtue of the treaty, the 
adminiſtration to the effects of all deceaſed En- 
gliſhmen ; ſo that the widow Winter will judge 
what chance ſhe ſtands of ever receiving one 
farthing of her huſband's property. I made 
ſome heſitation in complying with this great 
man's orders, but he procured a warrant againſt 
me, and by the treachery of an informer (for 
there are plenty of theſe wretches in this coun- 
try as well as in England) juſt as the ſchooner 
was going to fail, I was apprehended and car- 
ried before the Mayox; Captain Butts upon 
hearing of this, was ſo kind as to leave the bil 
liard table, and paſs his word for my appear- 
ance next morning, which was accepted, or [ 
muſt have gone to priſon. Whea I again went 
7 | before 


id p 8 4 
W I WROTE to you laſt from Norfolk, wherein 
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before the mayor, I delivered up an inventory 
of the deceaſed's property, and after deducting 
the expences attending his illneſs and funeral, 
depoſited the overplus in the conſul's hands, 
for the benefit (as the gentleman told me) of the 
Poor man's friends. I left that vile place on 
Sunday the 18th of Oct. and arrived here on 
the 23d following; but like Norfolk, it afforded 
no accommodations in lodging. The town 1s 
much more clean and healthy, and the ſtreets 
are very well paved. I have never been ſo un- 
comfortable in my life, and have fully expe- ij 
rienced what it is to be a wandering ſtranger, I 
have no chair to fit on, nor even the uſe of a 


d table. | | 
The price for board at a private houſe, is 


equally dear with Norfolk; twenty ſhillings per 
week, a breakfaſt the ſame as with you, dinner 
the ſame, but only water allowed to drink; for 
ſupper I generally have tea. In regard to 
climate and fertility, this place is much prefer. 
able to Norfolk, and the people look much 
| | healthier. The common ſort, both men and 
women, go bare footed, and without a covering on 
the head; their hair isplaited behind, and comb- 
ed over their ears, on the forchead it is after the 
faſhion of what is vulgarly called a Tyburn-top 
in our country. In ſummer moſt of the women 
go without ſtays, and are half naked. 


The 
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S "The accounts from Kentucky are favourable, 
Hut I have been informed, that I ſhall find the 
land I have purchaſed occupied when J arrive 
there, and be obliged to enter into a lawſuit, 
which will laſt many years before I can get poſ- 
ſeſſion. However this may prove the caſe, I 
cannot proceed to make the trial, untilthe ſpring 
COMMENCES. | 
The MayoR and CORPORATION of this exten- 
= ſve city, have deſired me to ſtay and look after 
the town pumps, and have given orders for ſeve- 
ral new ones, but the difficulty is to get people 
to aſſiſt me. At all hazards I have engaged a 
houſe, and mean to try what can be done, though 
in ſome things they work cheaper here than in 
London, but where labour is required, the work is 
expenſive, as no man receives leſs than a dollar 
per day. I have likewiſe orders for pumps at 
the cily of WasninGToON ſo called; J have been 
there, but was never ſo ſurpriſed in my life, for 
there is not twenty finiſhed houſes in the whole 
place. The reſt are miſerable hovels, ſimilar to 
brickmakers huts in England. This place is not 
in the ſtate of forwardaeſs repreſented, neither 
will it be this age, at the rate it goes on, for 
there is not above a hundred men employed in the 
different works.* The raſcally hiſtorians of this 
country by their ignorant or wilful miſrepreſen- 
tations, are in a great meaſure guilty of murder, 


* Vide Winterbotham's account, as already quoted, 
as 
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as by their means, it is the grave thouſands of | 


Europeans. I am convinced from what I have 
ſeen, that moſt perſons who, have emigrated from 
Britain, would gladly return, if any reformation 
was to take place. 

The firſt time I viſited the City of Waſhing. 
ton, I met with a terrible diſaſter, for Mr. 
Baker, the gentleman who favoured me with a 
carriage over the Potomack, gave ſuch inexpli- 
cable directions when he put me aſhore upon the 


Maryland fide, that I miſſed my way for this 


METROPOL1S, and got upon an ifland, where I 


was ſurrounded by the tide; here I was forced to 
ſtay for the ſpace of nineteen hours, without 
victuals or drink, and likewiſe had taited none 
for five hours preceding my getting upon this 
place. Providentially there was a fo:der-houſe, 
with ſome Indian corn in it, and there I made 
my bed, which I found extremely cold irom the 
night air, and alſo the rain which fell in torrents. 
I muſt have ſtopped three hours longer, had not 


a negro fortunately eſpied me, and brought | 


horſe, by which means J forded the water, and 
the poor fellow placing me in the right road, I 
gained Waſhington in the plight of a poor fa- 
miſhed traveller indeed! 

In Virginia, the generality of people are 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, &c. &c. and I have met with 
ſome abſurd enough, to countenance the doc- 


trine of tranſmigration; their moral conduct 
ſtrictly 


v3 
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ſtrictly accords with their licentious principles, 

for they are the greateſt ſharperꝭ I ever met with 
in my life, and are always on the look out, to 
fleece new comers. The majority of thoſe who 
profeſs any religion, are Preſbyterians, there are 
alſo Anabaptiſts, and ſome few in Weſley's con- 
nection, but moſt of them are luke-warm pro- 
feſſors. 

Nere, there is one very great advantage over 
Norfolk, which is, we can purchaſe a ſharpſhin's 
*E worth * of almoſt any:thing, which cannot be 
3 done there, or at any other place I have yet ſeen 
4 upon this continent. | 

After my porter is gone (for I ſtill have ſome) 
I ſhall feel myſelf very uncomfortable, as I can- 
not drink the rum. I would brew, but I have 
no copper, and if I was even in poſſeſſion of 
- one, there is neither mait nor hops to be pro- 
cured. | 

The following prices are the regular charge at 
public houſes or taverns; for breakfaſt, half a 
dollar, dinner a dollar, and for a bed a quarter 
of a dollar; you will ſee by. this, travellers and 
thoſe who frequent ſuch paces, have need to 
take care tneir pockets are well lined. 

At preſent the weather is clear, in the middle 
of the day it is as warm as the tummer in En- 
gland, violent winds and rains, with terrible 
{1 claps of thunder, and blazing liglitening, are 


* A ſmall piece of ſilver which has been lived out of 
a larger coin, value three halfpence currency, 


very 
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very frequent, and come on in a ſudden manner, 
The people are very ſubject to agues, malignant 
tevers, and eſpecially the lax, which carries off 


great numbers. The laſt complaint is attributed 


to the conſtant uſe of ſpirits and water. 

My fainthearted nephew returns by the firſt 
ſhip, he has had ſuch a fickening, that he con- 
ceits he never will be well again, until he ſets 


his foot in England. I am not ſorry at his de- 


parture, for his lamentation has been ſo pitiable, 
that he made me quite miſerable. 


I lately fell in company with a merchant who 3 
trades to Kentucky, he repreſents it as a very 


flouriſhing colony, and a place to which vaſt 
quantities of goods were ſent with great profits 


to the owners, as every article fetched whatever | 


price was put upon the ſame. He further in- 
formed me, that owing to the late dry ſeaſon, 
the waters are ſo low, that upwards of two thou- 
ſand five hundred perſons were gatheredat Pittſ- 
burgh, obliged to wait until the paſſage became 
more favourable. The accounts of the rava- 
ges made by the yellow fever in different parts 
of this continent, are truly affecting; in my opi- 
nion, this ſhocking diſorder is tanatmount to the 
plague, if it is not a ſpecies of it. It was a very 
great chance I did not catch that infection, as 1 
attended very cloſely in a ſmall room upon poor 
Winter, from the time he was taken until he 
expired. 


1 ſtand 
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J ſtand to write this letter, having no home 
as yet, for if I hadengaged at a boarding-houſe, 
my pocket would have been at a very low ebb. 
Since I have been here, I have much trou- 
bled ſuch perſons as know me, ſo that I have 
not been put to great expence; I fear it will 
never be in my power to repay them. 

If you can makeup your mind to come over, 
be ſure to order it ſo as not to arrive here in the 
heighth of the hot ſeaſon. Bring all your houſe- 
hold goods, but have them repaired, they will pay 
for freightage, and in the drawers you may conve- 
niently ſtow many things: pins, needles, women's 
ſhoes, men's ſtrong ditto ſhort quartered, coarſe 
cotton handkerchiets of different colours, ſtrong 
coarſe linnens, all kinds of baize and flannels, 
ſell at great profit here; my advice is to bring 
as many of theſe goods as you conveniently can. 

In a month's time, a fine veſſel called the 
MovunrT VERNON,“ will fail from this place, I 
ſhall then write further particulars ; the Captain 
is a very civil man, and I mean to ſpeak to him 
concerning you; if you think it adviſcable, it 
will be a vcry good opportunity to come when 
ſhe returns. My paper runs ſhort, and I am 


* This ſhip has ſince arrived, and letters brought by her, 
as well as the reports of her pallengers, confirm the forego- 
iug intelligence; but contain nothing ſufficiently novel or 
intereſting to be given to the public, except one letter, 
which the reader will ſoon ſee. 
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almoſt tired, therefore muſt beg you will ex- 
cuſe any further information, and believe me to 
be, my dear girl, 
your affectionate huſband, 
T. B. 


P. S. I have not forgot my little darling, and | 


Jug id CORSA. Ws fs 


hope it is well, adieu. ; 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. 


(The following letters were written by a Maſter 
Carpenter, who was ſo far diſtempe red 
with the AMERICAN MANIA, as to quit 


a very genteel fituation and ręſpectable con- 
nection in order to accumulate a rapid for- 


tune, at the Federal City of Waſhington.) 


Ea 2 NN . * * 2 2 i 
4 — . 


Norfolk, Auguſt 16, 1794. | 
Dear FRIEND, H 


2 a paſſage of ten weeks, I have arrived 
& at the promiſed ſhore. We landed at this 
place at nine in the evening, it being quite dark, 
and upon our Captain's recommendation, put - 
up a houſe uſually reſorted to by our country- 
men. At this place, we could obtain nothing 
for our refreſhment, except ftinking bacon and 
ſour bread* with ſome cold ſweet potatoes, which 
were very nauſeous to the taſte. We enquired for 
malt liquor, but were informedin a very abrupt 


* The beſt of American Bread has a ſour taſte, as they 
are obliged to uſe leaven, which is not ſo agreeable to the 
palate of a perſon who has been uſed to bread made with 
Yeast, though the bread is nothing the worſe in reſpe& 
to its nutritive qualities, 


manner 
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manner, there wasnothing of the kind to be had, 


but we might have plenty of rum and water.— 


We ſlept, or rather waked, (for our anxiety was 
ſuch, we had but little ſleep) at this houſe that 
night. Next morning before light, myſelf and 


ſpouſe, were ſo impatient to view the country 


we were in; that we waited at the windows 
the approach of day, when we looked out in the 
ſtreet, and were very much ſurpriſed to behold 
ſuch miſerable low wooden houſes, in a place of 
which we had heard ſuch an excellent character, 
As ſoon as the people aroſe, we enquired what 


was to pay for our ſcanty ſupper and miſerable 


lodging ; when to our great aſtoniſhment, we 
were charged twelve ſhillings tor the ſame, which 
I immediately paid and quitted our quarters. I 
mention this juſt to give you an idea of our firſt 
reception in the hoſpitable land of America, but 
this is only © tarts and cheeſecakes,”” to what I 
have ſince experienced. After getting my goods 
from the veſſel, (for I lived on board her upon 


my own ſtores until that time) I with great difh- 


culty got a ſituation for myſelf and wife in a 
boarding-houſe, on the moderate terms of 


nearly two pounds ſterling per week, for board 
and lodging ; our drink we pay for excluſive 
of this ſum, which together makes our expen- 
diture amount to upwards of two pounds five 
ſhillings ſterling for neceſſaries; beſides waſhing 
and other incidents: You muſt be aware, I can- 


not afford ſuch charges for any length of time 


conſidering my circuſtances, and for this reaſon 


I mean 
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LJ mean to get to Waſhington as ſpeedy as poſſi- 
ble. If I may be allowed the compariſon, 
3 is not fit for an Engliſi dog to live 


: The proviſions are mere carrion in com- 
pariſon to ours, and the water ſo unwholeſome 


that it would be extremely dangerous to drink 


| it without a plentiful mixture of rum. The 
Town is oneof the meaneſt places I ever beheld, 
moſt of the Houſes being of wood, and very 
aukwardly conſtructed. Its inhabitants are the 

| moſt tricking people I ever met with, and are 
mere Tews in their dealings. They entertain 
the utmoſt inveteracy, and uſe the moſt bitter 
invective againſt an Engliſhman. Here there is 


peculiar charactereſtic of the Engliſh ; for by an 


ſlaves whom they treat like beaſts of burden, all 
the tender concern uſually manifeſted at a . 
creatures ſufferings, ſeems to be totally eradicat- 
ed. Vegetables are ſo exceſſive dear that have ſeen 
ten- pence ſterling given for a cabbage, hich af. 
ter boiling two hours was not eatable. If you 
come to Nox OK for that boaſted encourage- 
ment our countrymen are taught to expect in 


ed. I have ſeen upwards of three hundred 


ſhip bemoaning with tears their own credulity ; 
and lamenting, moſt pathetically their departure 


are 


none of that humanity to be ſeen which is the 


habitual brutality exerciſed over their miſerable 


England, you will be moſt mzſerably diſappoint 


perſons chiefly from Ireland, landed from one 


from their native homes. I heſe Poor creatures 
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ale marched in ſmall bodies by perſons employ- 
ed for that purpoſe to the different plantations; 
where they are forced to Id DEN theraſelves for 
ſo many years to the planters, who pay the cap- 
tains what is calted the redemption money for 
them. You will perhaps be ſurpriſed that ſuch 
tranſactions are permitted in what is called the 
land of liberty, but I aſſure you this is thought 
nothing of here, and is actually the cafe. I 
have heard but a very indifferent account of 
WasnixcToNn, which I hope may not prove 
true; the people laugh at me, when I mention it 
to them. If I find it no better a ſituation than 
they repreſent, I am ef opinion my ſtay will not 
be long there, nor even in America. The ſooner 
I quit Norfolk the better, as I really imagine 
myſelf in a ſecond Sodom, for I think the mea- 
fure of their iniquity is almoſt full. There is 


+ A laughable circumſtance occurred ſome time finee 
with ſome of theſe unfortunate people, for they took the 
men who were conducting them to the PANT xs for fale, 
and bound them faſt to a tree, where after giving them a 
found flogging, they diſperſed, and fortunately none of them 
were taken afterwards; for if they had, the conſequences 
would have been dreadful to moſt of them, as the'Proprietors 
of the sLAves, either perpetual or indented, know no bounds 
to their reſentment, for the ſlighteſt manifeſtation of dif- 
obedience to their imperious commands. Nothing is fo fre- 
quent as to ſee the unfortunate creatures who have indented 
themſelves, advertiſed for fale in the American papers, 
with deſcriptions of their age, ſtature, country, profeſſions, 


&c. &c, with the monies which will be neceſlary for what 
is termed their xEDEMPTLON. 


one 
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one very unpleaſant circumſtance which at- 
tends us Engliſhmen here, which is, that moſt 
of the natives entertain the idea, we quit ouy 
country for crimes, and dare not return. I 
aſſure you, I have been taunted with this alrea- 
dy ſeveral times. My poor wirs cannot help 
giving way to the frailty of her ſex, and very 
much imbitters my comtort with her upbraid- 
ings, for bringing her from her native land; I 
endeavour all in my power to pacify her, but 
with little effect. 

I ſhall write to you as ſoon as I reach WAsu- 
INGTON, and conclude, your 

ſincere well-wiſher, 


„ n P. B. 
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LETTER X. 
( FROM THE SAME ) 


e near Waſhington Jan. 21, 1795. 


My Daan FriexD, 
A opportunity preſenting, according to pro- 
a miſe, a ſecond time I communicate my ad- 
ventures to you. When we departed from that 
infernal place Nox rOoIL k, it was under the im- 
preſſion of bettering our ſituation, or elſe we 
ſhould have returned back to Britain immedi- 
ately. 

After gliding from James River into Cheſa- 
peak Bay, and up the Potomack for five days, 
we arrived at ALEXanDRIAa. At the firſt, we 
were much pleaſed with the external appearance 
of that place, 'the ſtreets of which are tolerably 
built, airy, and ſmoothly paved ; indeed upon 
the whole, it is a pretty little town. We were 
recommended to the ſign of the man laden with 
miſchief, in the market ſquare, which is kept 
by a North Briton, whoſe name is John Duff 
However ſatyrical this good man's fign, I could 
not help conſidering it as rather ominous with 
regard to myſelf, when I received his bill the en- 
ſuing morning. For when I pronounced the 
ſum total, which was two dollars and a half 


(for 


* 
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(for much ſuch a ſupper as we had at Norfolk 
on our firſt landing, with lodging and breakfaſt) 
my Spouſe gave 'ſuch a ſignificant look, as 
ſufficiently indicated the ſtate of her mind on 


the occaſion. After paying the exorbitant 


demand, we left this cheap houſe, leſt a man la. 


den in reality with a much more ſerious load of 


miſchief * than the poor fellow daubed on the 
ſign ſhould have been exhibited in Alexandria; 


which would have quickly proved the caſe, had 
we ſojourned much longer with the conſcienti- | 


ous Mr. John Duff. 
Being poſſeſſed of a 1 full of re- 


commendatory letters to ſubſtantial perſons in 


this town, I reſolved upon trying their effects, 
which I kindly experienced, with a ſurpriſing 


degree of uniformity from every individual, to 


which they were reſpectively preſented, by being 
ſneeringly diſmiſſed without even the cold com- 
plimentary invitation of I ſhall be extremely 
glad to ſee you when you call again. After having 
diſpatched this buſineſs, we hired a guide at 
the expence of two dollars, to conduct us to the 
City of Was HIN ro, at which place we ar- 
rived exceſſively fatigued, by four in the after- 
noon. When we beheld this famous city, for 
the ſight of which we had traverſed the wide 


Atlantic ocean, and come the. diſtance of four 


thouſand mules from the place of our nativity ; 


* A ſcolding wife and an empty pocket, 
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we could ſcarcely believe the objects were real 
before our eyes; for my own part, I could not 
refrain from indulging the ſenſations naturally 
attendant upon diſappointments of the firſt im- 
portance: Tears ſtole down my cheeks—you muſt 
naturally conceive they were not tears of joy, 
but tears of repentance for my own folly, in ſuf- 
fering myſelfto be ſo miſerably duped. I am 
convinced, the perſon I am writing to, is a man 
of too much humanity to ridicule this frailty, 
and that he will make proper allowances for it, 
when he conſiders the expectations which had 
been raiſed in my mind of this place; and alſo 
when I inform him, that the accounts I heard 
of it at Norfolk, &c. &c. were more than veri- 
fied, for taking in the groſs the moſt deplorable 
places I ever witneffed in my life; the FepzrRAL 
Civ inſinitely out beggared them all. If ever you 
have paſſed through DAN s-Y ARD, WESTMIN- 
sT ER, or by the CIix cos“ before it was finiſhed, 
you may juſtly ſay you have ſeen the counter- 
parts of the famous CITY OT WASHINGTON: 
There is not ſo many as twenty brick houſes in this 
METROPOLIS,F and thoſe are untenanted, all the 
reſt are only parts of houſes being in an unfiniſh. 
ed ſtate, ſome only procecded in as far as the 
foundations, others as far as the firſt and ſecond 
ſtory, and are left remaining in this condition, 


2 In Mary-le-bone Fields. 
For ſname Winterbotham, vide vol. 3, page 72. 
| the 


a 


he 
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the builders having decamped for want of mo- 


ney. The-only places where any work is going 


on are the capitol and preſident's houſe, both of 
which are lain out upon a very extenſive plan. 
The number of men employed at both theſe 
buildings, and in the whole c1TyY,dces not amount 
as near as I can gueſs to one kundred : Theſe 
are chiefly the great body of inhabitants who 


at preſent crowd this notified place They reſide ' 


in temporary wooden hovels, fomewhat ſimi- 
lar to booths, that I have ſeen erected at country 
races, and fairs in many parts of England. In 
one of theſe places, after much bargaining and 
folicitation, we were permitted to take up our 
abode ; it confiſted of one apartment partitioned 
off into two boxes, for I will not term them 


rooms; this dwelling accommodated the owner, 


his wife, and fix children, ſo that with us two as 
inmates, there were no leſs than eight perſons, 


ſtowed up in this miſerable cabin. After a fort- 


night's continuance in our new reſidence, dur- 


ing which period, we made many little excur- 


ſions round the city, we pitched upon GEORGE“ 


TOWN, as the molt eligible ſpot for the exerciſe 


of my buſineſs. 


At this little town, I engaged a houſe, having 
lix apartments, at the rent of ſixty pound ſter- 
ling per annum. This place is to be the sour: 
waRk of the FEDERAL CITY, at preſent it is 
nearly a mile and a half diſtance from ane; 
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contains nearly ſixty houſes, which are inhabit- 


ed by merchants and tradeſmen, who: form a 
kind of ſocial neighbourhood, much more pleaſ- 
ing than any I have witneſſed fince landing in 
this country. The principal houſe in the town 
is inhabited by a Mr. Maſon, who in conjunc- 
tion with a Mr. Greenleafs, © rules the roaſt” in 
this quarter. There is alſo a {mall chapel, at 
which I have attended ſeveral times; the tenets 
inculcated are Preſbyterianiſm: after the ſermon, 
a perſon uſually comes round to the congrega- 
tion with a long ſtick, having a purſe faſtened 
to the end, and holds it before each individual, 
until ſuch time as they drop their douceur 
into it, and then he prelents it to another: 
while this ceremony is performing, the preacher 
ſtands begging, and exhorting the benevolence 
of his auditory, by ranſacking all the ſcriptural 
texts his memory affords, as a ſtimulus to the 
charity of his flock. After the purſe has gone 
round, it is preſented up to the miniſter, who 
immediately pockets the contents, which I am 
informed is the only recompence he receives 
for his labours. Since I have been here, my 
employment has been conſtant, having received 
more orders than I either could or would ac- 
compliſh, for the Americans are more prompt 
to give orders, than to pay for them when 
executed; and if a new comer is not very care- 
ful in this particular, he will quickly be ouſted 

out 
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out of whatever property he may poſſeſs; There 
is another diſadvantage attending a mechanic, 
little or no money being current between 
the employer and the employed. If an artizan 
completes a piece of work, and makes applica- 
is for his wages, inſtead of receiving any mo- 

y, he is preſented with an order upon ſome 
ſtorekeeper, to furniſh him with neceſſaries to 


the amount. In general, it is the uſage of 


every artizan and labourer in this vicinity, but 
of thoſe at the FEDERAL ciTyY in particular, for 
there after ſtriking work on Saturday (which 
is at twelve o'clock at noon) the men come to 
Mr. Maſon of this place for their wages, who 
generally pays them a draft upon the bank at 
Alexandria, which is twelve miles diſtant ; fre- 
quently on their arrival thither, the bank is ſhut 


up, and they are obliged to purchaſe goods not. 


wanted at ſome ſtore, in order to get the ba- 
lance to pay for their week's board, &c. &c. 
After the completion of this bulineſs, they 
have to recroſs the Potomack, and walk eleven 
miles to WasnuiacTtos, by which means, after 
a journey of nearly twenty-four miles and a 
half, they receive at a great diſadvantage their 
week's wages. By thele and various other kinds 
of manceuvres, the monied people play into each 
other's hands, at the expence of the laborious 
and induſtrious, which makes it extremely dif- 
ficult for a working man to benefit himſelf by 
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his endeavours. Moſt of the Americans I have 


ſeen, are averſe to manual labour, and they en- 
tertain a very contemptible opinion of thoſe 
who get their livelihood by the ſweat of their 


brow. They employ themſelves in barter and 


ſtorekeeping, and leave the mechanical and 


agricultural purſuits to the Europeans. Whe⸗ 
ther this be preciſely the charecteriſtic of the 


Americans in general I cannot determine, butas 


far as I have obſerved, reſt aſſured it is s ſtrietiy 
the caſe. 

Here you will find numbers expreſſing as much 
unea ſineſs and diſſatigſaction as in, Britain, or any 
other country. I am frequently aſtoniſhed, 
when J hear them forming the moſt romantic 
ideas of traverſing the vilderneſs of the back 


country, in queſt of moral perfection, and per- 


fect happineſs. By practical experience, I have 
ſeen my own error, and can now perceive thoſe 
of others; if I was not poſſeſſed of the means of 


returning, my expedition would be the fatal al- 


ternative of perpetual exile in a moſt inhoſpi- 
table land. 

Doubtleſs you have heard much ofKzxTvucxy. 
To this country all the abandoned the credulous, 
the unſettled, and the wretched in theſe ſtates, 
are flocking in numbers. Moſt of the poor diſ- 
treſſed objects I meet, are indenting them- 
ſelves to proprietors of land in KEenTucxy, 
in oxder to be conveyed there, carriage free; 

although 


* 2 2 Io 


OR, A FEW HINTS, &. 95 


although the probability of ſuch perſons ever 
returning is ſcarcely poſſible. From this {pot 
to KenTucxr, the diſtance is upwards of nine 
hundred miles, and the greateſt part of the road, 
through a continued wilderneſs interſetted with 
rivers, and inhabited by various tribes of IN. 
Dpians;—theſe ſavages are always upon the 


watch, for ſuch parties as are either proceeding 


to, or returning from this muſaroon colony, and 
they never fail to attack and cut off thoſe whom 
they can overpower:—they have, and not 


without reaſon, very jealous ſuſpicions of mid 


ſettlement. 
The moſt extravagant and luxurious deſcrip- 


tions that fancy can paint of this new found land, 
are exhibited to thoſe who manifeſt the ſlighteſt 
propenſity of viſiting it; in fact, to hear the per- 
ſons talk, who have been worked upon in this 
manner, you would be almoſt led to fancy 
Kentucky the ELVYSIAN xitlD. Theſe are 
apropos, the ſame artifices as thoſe played off 
to induce our countrymen to ſeek their better 
fortunes in America. I have converſed with 
many that have been at this favoured ſpot, and 
who with great hardſhip and difficulty, have 
eſcaped from thence, and in general their ac- 
counts are truly deplorable. The ſubltance of 
what I have been able to collett, is, that the poor 
creatures who have been induced to indent them- 


| /elves, are in ſituations the moſt pitiable ; they 
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are treated by their maſters in a ſimilar manner 
to the felons formerly tranſported from England to 
Virginia. Inſtead of being put in poſſeſſion of 
portions of land, and quickly diſcharging their 
engagements, they fink deeper into debt, and 
this by the means of being obliged to purchaſe 
on credit at the moſt extravagant charges from 
their maſters, the ſtores and neceſſaries of which 
they ſtand in need. Thus ſituated, they are ne- 
ver free from the landholder who is an abſolute 
tyrant, while his miſerable indented ſervants are 
likely to remain ſlaves for ever. Great numbers 
die from the change of climate, want of proper 
ſuſtenance, and the very unuſual and laborious 
employ to which they are rigorouſly ſubjeQed 
by their vigilant overſeers. Thoſe ſituated upon 
the bordering territory, are often ſcalped by the 
Indians, and their lives are in continual jeopar- 
dy. If my paper would contain all the infor- 
mation I have received reſpecting this enticing 
country, and alſo, if I had time to write, I aſſure 
you it would form a ſtriking contraſt to a pam- 
phlet, now laying beſide me; and which I re- 
ceived when in London, from the Kentucky agents 
in Threadneedle-ſtreet. Suffice it to ſay, that every 
iota therein contained reſpetting the advantages 
deriving to the laborious ſettler ir. Kentucky 
is intereſted, and a direct and palpable impoſi- 
tion, to miſlead the unwary. The only perſons 
who are benefited by Kentucky excurſions, are 
He the 


the great land proprietors, and they aggrandiſe 
themſelves at the expence of their dependent 
flaves. An informant ſays; he purchaſed two 
hundred acres of land,* and when he arrived 
upon the ſpot, it was poſſeſſed by another, ho 
refuſed to give it up, unleſs he paid the expence 
of building a hut, and alſo that of cultivation, 
for which ſo extravagant a price was affixed, as 


to put it entirely out of his power to comply 
with the demand. However diſſappointed in 
his purchaſe, he accepted of an accommodati- 
on, by being preſented with the ſame quantity 
of land he had bought in another quarter; here 


as ſoon as he was ſituated, he began to experi- 


* From the agents at Philadelphia; 


'+ By a perſon who returned in the Mount Vzrnon 
laſt week, and who has viſited Philadelphia, we are in- 
formed that inſtances have frequently occurred during his 
ſtay, of the Philadelphia agents ſelling repeatedly over 
again the ſame lands in the back ſettlements of Kentucky. 
He further ſays, it was the general opinion, that the moſt 
fatal conſequences would enſue in courſe of time, from ſuch 
illicit practices, as ſeveral ſerious rencounters had already 
taken place between the perſons who have made purchaſes, 
and the pre- ccupants of the lands they had ſo purchaſed, in 
which ſeveral lives had been ſacraficed on both ſides This 
perſon alſo informs us, that the generality of people. who 
have emigrated are very much diſatisfied, and would return 
if they had it in their power, In the veſſel which brought 
kim over, there were ſome who worked as common ſailors 


before the maſt, to obtain their paſſage and conſidered it 
as a very great favour, 
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ence his folly, for it was true he was proprietor 
of an uncultivated ſpot of ground, but then he 
experienced the impoſlibility of rendering it of 
any utility to him. Stock of every kind was ſo 
extravagantly dear, that it would have taken a 
moderate fortune to furniſh his little farm. Thus 
_ conditioned, he might have IN DEN TE himſelf, 
and turned labourer to his rich neighbour, but 
this he could not think on; his only alternative 
was that of returning, which he accordingly put 
into execution, by gathering up the fragments 
of his little property, and putting himſelf un- 
der the direction of ſome roving traders, by 


whoſe aſſiſtance he happily regained his native 
home, nearly fix hundred dollars loſer by this 


excurſion. I am further informed, that the poor 
labourers in KexnTocky, are more miſerable 
than the unfortunate NEGROEs in VIRGINIA 
and MARYLAN D, and for this reaſon ; the ne- 
groes have hardly any conception above the me- 
nial condition they were born in, and their whole 
exiſtence is a continual routine of labour and ha- 
bitual ſubmiſſion to their proprietor's commands. 
But the former are thoſe who once taſted the 
ſweets of governing themſelves, and have alſo 
experienced the ſuperior comforts, which the 
negro never could reach. Theſe poor people 
allo were buoyed up in the pleaſing expectation 
of bettering their condition; by lamentable ex- 
perience, they find the change has been infinite- 


ly 
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ly for the wotſe, which conſideration makes 
their exiſtence almoſt intolerable : the continual 
intruſion of theſe circumſtances into their minds 
frequently overpowers their conſtitutions, and 
they pine away the martyrs of their own credu- 
lity. This has been actually the caſe with hun- 
dreds of theſe unfortunate Kentucky adventurers. 
I am of opinion it is not neceſſary to apologiſe 
for this very detailed account, which I have 
collected for your information and profit : You 
are convinced I would not deceive any perſon 
one tittle jntentionally, and I hope you will 
benefit * by the looſe and unconnected hints 
which I have here written for your examination. 
Since our refidence at George Town, my RIB has 
preſented me with a little American daughter, 
and every thing conſidered, ſhe has had a very 
good getting up. Poor Pilgarlic k has been very 
ill in the ſeaſoning, and approached nearly the 
gates of the King of terrors. I was ſwelled up 
in- ſuch a manner, that any perſon not uſed to 
this diſorder, would have imagined me poiſon- 


ed. I was obligated to drink a bottle of porter 
per day for four weeks, at the charge of one ſhil- 


ling and tenpence per bottle, beſides ſwallowing 
plenty of chemicals and Galenicals, which with 
the expence of a Granny to attend me in my 


* The perſon to whom this letter, is addreſſed then la- 


doured under the American deluſion, but is happily re- 


covered, 
+ A nurſe, 


illneſs - 
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illneſs, run up a very expenſive account: By 
good fortune I ſoon recovered, or elſe my dear 
girl would have broke her heart. We purchaſe 
good rum at three ſhillings and ſixpence ſterling 
per gallon; French claret with Spaniſh and 
Peach brandies, are alſo proportionably cheap; 
but give me good malt liquor in preference to 
them all. Meat upon the average is ſixpence 
ſterling per pound, and very poor ſtuff: poultry 
and fiſh pretty reaſonable ; cheeſe and butter the 
worſt we ever taſted and very dear; candles and 
ſoap the ſame; bread is at a moſt exorbitant 
price; every article of cloathing is very high; 
have juſt given three pounds ſterling for an 
indiffercnt pair of boots, and ſhoes are ſixteen 
ſhillings the pair. I have made up my mind 
to quit this part as ſoon as I conveniently can, 
therefore it will be needleſs for you to write to 
me here, as before its arrival I hope to reach 
Philadelphia, where I ſhall probably ſtop ſome 
time, if nothing extraordinary occurs ; however 
of this I will adviſe you immediately upon my 

arrival there. | 
count this American expedition will coſt me 
three hundred pounds ſterling, beſides having 
freſh connections to ſcek whenever J arrive in 
England. Petore I diſmiſs my very long letter, 
|--auſt mention a trifling circumſtance: You will 
perhaps recollect a tall thin gentleman, with 
whom I very unaccountably got acquainted 
in 
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in London, his name is D—g—s; before I de- 
parted, he furniſhed me with recommendatory 
letters to ſeveral perſons in Alexandria, but in 
particular to his brother-in-law, a Col. Fitz—d, 
with whom he ordered me to make tree, and be 
ſure to aſk him for ſome of his pickled pork, 
which he aſſerted by being fed upon acorns was 
the moſt delicious I ever taſted : This pork may 
be very good to be ſure, but unfortunately I 
have not been permitted to make the trial ; for 
this gentleman's very good brother received this 
letter as a thing of courſe, and eſcorted me the 
neareſt way out of his houſe accordingly :—I 
find this man has ſerved many others the ſame 
trick, and likewiſe am told he never dare fhew 
his face here on account of a trifling faux pas, 
committed during the late war : If you ſhould 
ever meet with him, don't fail of jeering him 
reſpecting his pork fed upon acorns ; and alto the 
effects produced from his letters of recommenda- 
tion. I am convinced moſt of my countrymen 
wiſh themſelves ſafe back again; I have met 
with but two who give America the preference, 
one of which 1s a fraudulent bankrupt : and the 
other has been guilty of forgery. America cer. 
tainly is a happy country to ſuch characters as 
theſe, and they mult be ungrateful indeed not 
to praiſe a place which protects them from the 
gallows. 
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My ſpouſe joins me in love to you, and wiſh. 
ing you may receive this in good health, per- 
mit me to remain 

yours affectionably 
| P. B, 


» 3 — RI. 
. * 


LETTER Xt 
FROM A YOUNG MAN A PLAISTERER. 


Charleſtown, South Carolina, Sept. 13, 1795. 
My Dear Wire, 


T7 ARRIVED here on July 29th, after a very 
1 diſagreeable paſſage of ninety-one days, forty 
days of which the paſſengers and crew were upon 
ſhort allowance :—Two quarts of water, half a 
biſcuit, and half a pound of beef, was our whole 
ſuſtenance for every twenty-four hours. I was 
ſea ſick greateſt part of the voyage, nevertheleſs 
was ſorced to take my turn at pumping the veſ- 
ſel, which is vcry laborious work ; add to this, 
I was expoſed to the heavy rains which fell in 
torrents, almoſt every night during our diſtreſs. 
If I could have my choice, I would not go 
through ſuch a fatiguing ſcene again for ten 
thouſand pounds. 
When I landed at Charleſtown, I appcared 
quite an 2Mmaciated object, and could ſcarcely 


ſtand 
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ftand without being ſupported; I could find 
no place where I could board and lodge under 
twenty-two ſhillings and ſiæpence ſterling per week, 
which terms I was obliged to comply with. Not 
being able to get any work for upwards of a 
month, my caſh was ſoon exhaulted, and I was 
obliged to ſubſiſt upon credit, which put me un- 
der the dreadful apprehenſions of being indented, 
otherwiſe ſold to reimburſe the debt, as this is 
frequently the caſe in America: however it 
was my fortune to have a landlord that was pa- 
tient and merciful, and now having got into 
employ, I hope ſhortly to pay him; as well as 
make him ſome other amends for his great kind- 
neſs to a poor diſtreſſed ſtranger, for like the 
good SAMARITAN, he both fed me, and preſerv- 
ed me from THIEvEs: I mean the vdlans who 
are as quick as SHARKS to bite at every poor 
man in diſtreſs, in order to induce him to ſell 
himſelf for a certain term, to herd with the x E- 
GRO SLAVES of the INDIGO and COTTON PLAN= 
TERS. I have engaged with a very opulent 
merchant to plaiſter his houſe, which job will laſt 
me a twelvemonth at leaſt; my wages are /cven 


ſhillings per day ſterling. After I have finiſhed, 


if the Lord ſpares me, I will return to Lox DON, 
as I find this to be a very unwholeſome country ; 


it is at preſent much hotter than I ever expe- 
rienced it in England, during the moſt ſultry 


ſummer. The people die very fait of the yel- 
| low 
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low fever, which is a dreadful diſorder, and 
frightens every perſon very much. I am ſo 
tortured with the muſquizoes and other venemous 


inſets, that my ſkin reſembles that of a perſon 
afflicted with the LEPRosy. Since my arrival, 


I have made an acquaintance with an American 
bricklayer, who has lately come from the CiTr 
of WasnincTox, he tells me buſineſs i is very 
flat 1n that place, and that a great many tradeſ- 


men have left it, and diſperſed to other parts. 


Give my reſpects to Mr. OrirnAxr, and in- 
form him that a journeyman plaiſterer may work 
all his I. ½e in America, and not ſave as much mo- 
ney as will give him a decent funeral after his 
death. In the vinter at New-York and Prit- 
LADELPHIA, the poor fellows are obliged to 
hire themſelves for five months to the farmers, as 
the frolls are ſo very ſevere. 

In my opinion, the only people who make 
money in AMERICA are the merchants and ſtore- 


keepers ; ; theſe are not ſuch characters as we have 


in idea, when we make uſe of that appellation 
in ExcLAaNxD, but ſuch people as keep ſhops or 
ſtores, who are here generally denominated 
merchants. Every article of wearing apparel 
is extravagantly dear; linnen of all kinds with 
nankeens, dimities and ſuch like articles fetch 
exorbitant prices and muſt return great profits 
to thoſe who import them. A pair of common 


Shoes will ſell for half a e ſterling; every 
thing 
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| thing elſe in juſt the ſame proportion; I could 


obtain a much better dinner in ENGLAND for 
one/hilling ; than I could here for five ſhillings ; 
good proviſions are not the produce of this 
country, the vegetables are ſo bad they are 


ſcarcely eatable, and as for the meat it is ſach 


ſhocking ſtuff, that it would be burnt in our 
country, if ſuch was ever ſhewn'in any market. 


J hope in the courſe of eighteen or twenty 


months to be able to return to LoN DON with 
ſome money in my purſe, as the gentleman for 
whom I am at work appears very fond of me, 
and ſays he will do every thing in his power to 
render me ſervice and further my happineſs, as 
ſoon as I have completed his job.* I am in- 
formed there 1s no other plaiſterer in all South 
Carolina but myſelf, and yet for all this, allow- 
ing it to be true, and if 1 could be ſure to en- 
groſs all our trade to myſelf, and by that means 
make a ſpeedy fortune; 1 would not ſtay in ſuch 
a place any longer than I could poſſibly avoid. 
The chief produce of the CaroLitinas is cot- 
ton, rice, and ſome indigo, which is mu {tly culti- 
vated by negro ſlaves. I hope you willi make your- 
ſelfeaſy upon my account, and never mind the ſad 


*The uſual inſidious profeſſions of the canting Ameri. 
cans. The publiſher cannot but admire the candid ſimpli- 
city of the writer of this letter, and ſincerely wiſhes he 
may find his employer's future actions conſiſtent with his 
friendly profeſhons, 


diſappoiutment 


„ „„ 444 —— oa er 
- 4 $4 
- * : 
= * ' — ä 


— 


—— 
_ CO 


— meme, e == 
0 s __ 8 £ . 2 1 — —_ * g 77 4 SY 7 , * * ” » — 
"PE _— 1 1 att... th lt. 5 a - 


Ee RE. 


106 LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP; 


diſappointment, for I am ſure you would rather 
live in ExncLaxp upon the ſcanty earnings ofa 
journeyman plaiſterer, than in South Carolina» 
upon the income of one of the richeſt planters: 
For in the firſt place, the heat is ſuch, it is al- 
moſt inſufferable, and next it is very unwhole- 
ſome; the people die very faſt, and never look 
healthy like the Engliſh, but appear half boiled, 
which is owing to the continual perſpiration 
they are always in; and laſily, I know you are 
of too humane a diſpoſition to hold your fellow 
creatures in a cruel bondage, and witneſs their 
barbarous treatment; “ ſo that I am perſuaded 
you will think yourſelf better off where you are 
at preſent, than here with me, even if I had met 
with that ſucceſs I was told by the American 
gentleman F I ſhould when in London. I hope 


* The publiſher cannot forbear to arreſt the readers at- 
tention, in order to contemplate the honeſt and noble in- 
dignation of this poor fellow, at the vile ſtate of bondage, 
under which he has ſeen men (differing only from himſelf 
in the colour of their {kin) held by the lordly planters, 
There is ſomething at once ſo humane, and at the ſame time 
ſo, forcibly characteriſtic of the urbanity of our country- 
men, that it deſerves to be particularly remarked, He ſeems 
to have been forcibly ſtruck with the bitter ſufferings of 
the unfortunate Africans and their progeny born to per- 
petual ſlavery, and to have re-echoed the plaintive moan of 
Am not I alſo a NAN and a zkOTHER,'* in terms of the 
moſt artlels, yet poignant commiſeration 

+ Doubtleſs a wretch of the deſcription that we have 
had occaſion to notice in the preface. The voyage of this 
poor fellow is a lamentable inſtance of the conſequence at” 
tending American putt and panegyric, 

we 
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we ſhall meet once more, never to be again ſepa- 
rated on any of theſe wild-gooſe expeditions ; no; 
Not even if I was ſure to be the r MOGULL, 
I never would leave you more upon any pre- 
tence whatever. Now let me once again requeſt 
you will not be unhappy upon my account, and 
alſo not to fret yourſelf at my diſappointment. 


Remember me to all friends, and tell them to be 


ſure they never countenance any fine ſtories re- 
ſpecting Au ERIC A, as it is by no mcans the 
country repreſented. If you anſwer this letter, 
direct to me at Mr. Izzarv's new houſe, on 
the ſouth bay ChARLE STG WN. SO no more 
from 
your ever affectionate huſband, 
J. W. 


The foregoing letter was received as its purport 
implies from a very religiou- and ſerioufly diſ- 
poſed young man; it is addreſſed to his wife, and 
contains many particulars well worth the atten- 
tion of the female reader. He appears to have 
quitted the beloved partner of his bed, under 
the aufpicious hope of providing on the Ame. 
rican continent, an aſylum againſt tnoſe evils 
which render the connubaal ſtate in ritain too 
frequently a ſcene of misfortune and diſtreſs; 
but with what ſucceſs we leave the mind of ſen- 
ſibility to judge, and the hearts of our fair rea- 


ders to determine. Let them peruſe the con- 


rents, 
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tents, ſuppoſe it but for a moment addreſſed. to 
themſelves from the huſband of their affections, 
and where or when will they be advocates for 
emigration to America? 

There is ſo much honeſt though unvarniſhed 
affection in the concluding part of this letter, 
that the feelings of nature muſt be dead in that 
mind, which does not ſympathize with the diſ- 
appointment of the divided couple. An honeſt 
confeſſion of error is the higheſt attribute of a 
generous ſoul, and the frank acknowledgement 
of having been deceived, infinitely exceeds the 
varniſhed palliatives, and halt finiſhed apologies, 
which are too frequently reſorted to by perſons 
who have been deluded, and who from a mis- 
taken pride, though they feel the conſequences 
of error, are a bove confeſſing their imprudence, 


or expoſing their diſappointment. 


| 

t 
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LETTER: AH. 


FROM A MASTER PAINTER AND GLAZIER. 


Alexandria, December 12, 1795, 


DEeAR FRIEND, 


N opportunity n by the - ſhip Mouxr 
VERNON, I gladly embrace it, to let you 


hear from your old brother brui. When I 
5 | wrote 


T 
du 


i 5 
te 
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wrote to you laſt it was from Baltimore; where 


I was engaged at a job, which being completed, 
I have returned to Alexandria. | 
During my ſtay at Baltimore, who ſhould 1 
meet but WI , the leather ſeller; an event 
which ſurpriſed me very much. I find he had 
caught the infection, and could not reſt until he 
had explored this happy continent. It is my 
belief his curioſity is quite ſatisfied, as the beams 
of content did not ſhine very reſplendent from 
his eyes; in fact, the poor fellow's gall is not yet 
broke, as they term it amongſt the priſoners for 
debt in England; after that circumſtance has 
takenplace, he will reſume his wonted chearful- 


neſs? 1 well know his complaint, as I haye ; 


been rather in that way myſelf, I find he has 
brought plenty of caſh with him, and means to 
purchaſe land and turn builder, at Baltimore 
that was his idea when I left him; but if he 
does not take care, (though a Yorkſhire man) he 
will find plenty of arks that will ſpeedily out- 


wit him, and what is technically termed here 


* clean him out.” It is now two years fince I 
have been in this happy place, and ſetting aſide 


the ſeaſoning, I have enjoyed a tolerable ſtate 


of health, which is what very few Europeans, 
can ſay, as it has been the moſt ſickly period 
ever known in America theſe fiſty years paſt. 

| have become acquainted with a perſon, by 


| profeſſion a cabinet- maker, who has ſome know- 


ledge 
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ledge of you, and many others, with whom f 
know you are intimate, his name is Bx, and 
has been here about five months: I am in- 
formed he is a man of conſiderable property, and 
that he brought no leſs a ſum than three thouſand 
pounds over with him. I ſhould ſuppoſe the 
reaſon of his quitting England, muſt have been 
from motives of diſguſt, as he ſeems quite an 
enthuſiaſt in politics, and in all probability has 
been deeply engaged in them when in London; 
for he preſented me with a newſpaper, wherein 
his name ſtands as one of the ſtewards, at the 
celebration dinner, on the acquital of the ſtate 
priſoners, held at the Crown and Anchor in Fe- 
bruary 1795 : Indeed he appears childiſhly fond 
of making this circumſtance a matter of noto- 
riety in Alexandria,“ and for which I think him 
very 


. - 


— 


* The perſon whom the writer mentions, before his 
departure for the American continent, paid a viſit to a 
CONJURER, who exhibits his divining profeſſion in West- 
minster, in order to be informed what would be the con- 
ſequence of his intended voyage. The conſurer pre- 
vious to communicating any information in this particular, 


= pointed to a Bowl, and made a very ſignificant motion 


| for his offering, to the conſulted Oracle, 
| Upon which, with the true ſpirit of a Caledonian, he let 
| a ſhilling drop into the baſon. No ſooner did the Wiz- 
| ard experience his bounty than he called up his familiar 
(which was done by the pulling of ropes) who inform- 
ed the enquirer © That he was an avaricious wretch, by 
| which motive he' was only actuated in emigrating, and 
| | further 
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very imprudent, for however high the ſpirit of 
party may run in England, I can affute you it 
is carried alſo to very great lengths here. The 
inveteracy of the native Americans 1s very great 


againſt the mother country, which may be na- 
turally expected, as a conſequence of the late 
war, and which in a certain degree will never 


be wholly eradicated ; {till in principles, the ma- 
jority of them are what the modern French term 
> 


further, that at ſome future period this diſpoſition would 
most aſſuredly bring him to an untimely end,” Upon 
this inauſpicious prediction, which was delivered in a 
most tremendous tone of voice, the poor Scot's knees 
ſmote together, and his teeth chattered in his head; which 
the wizard perceiving, he again pointed to the offertory 
Bowl, and by his gesticulation, indicated that by another en- 
quiry, the fates might be more propitious. This hint the 
ſimpleton gladly complied with, and dropped a couple of 
half crown pieces into the baſon, when the conjurer once more 
condeſcended to pullt he ropes and to call up his familiar ; 
when lo! the devil danced for joy, and the oracle in a {ſweet 


tone, declared “ Son, the evil hour is paſſed by, from 


henceforth you are in the road to riches and honour ; gg 
to that happy land, where you will certainly find both,” 
It may be naturally conceived what was the effe& of this 
favourable preſage upon this credulous man, he departed 
very much exhilirated, and actually put a strong confidence 


in ſuch a barefaced deception, The publiſher has menti- 


oned the story merely to apprize the reader of the com- 
plection of this weakminded perſon, in order to account 
for his behavior as deſcanted on by the writer of the above 
letter, and alſo to prove what a fit to:{ he was to fall in 
the way of the artful villain recorded in the preface, 


ariſtocrats, 
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ariſtocrats, for they preponderate very much to 
the cauſe in which the Engliſh are engaged, and 
fervently wiſh they may be ultimately ſucceſs- 
ful. Such new comers as arrive here “ piping 
hot, with their democratical doctrines, and can 
hardly take breath before they begin to preach 
up an equal participation of r:ghts ;—are looked 
upon with a very jealous eye, by the eſtabliſhed 
inhabitants, who never fail to ſeverely perſe- 
cute thoſe who are ſo incautious as to indulge 
themſelves too freely in the manner I have men. 
tioned. The perſon I have juſt alludcd to, told 
me on his arrival, that. he had not laboured a day 
himſelf for the ten preceding years; as the line 
of buſineſs in which he was engaged in London 
was of ſo extenſive a nature, that he had nothing 
to do but look after his men. 

The caſe is quite different in this place, for 
there is no Maſter carpenters but what are o- 
bliged to labour as hard as their journeymen; 
or they would be thought very little of by their 
employers. Every perſon who has a job to do 


finds his own timber, nails, &c. &c. and agrees 
With a carpenter to find the labourat ſo much per 


week, ſo that all the advantage he gets is upon 
his men and his own induſtry, The ſame is the 
cuſtom with painters; every employer finding 
his colours, &c. &c. in fact, it is generally the 
ſame in moſt profeſſions. By this you will per- 
ceive there is no other chance in America, but 
what ariſes from induſtry, and manual exertion 


Over- 
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Overlooking maſters, and fuch as cannot work 
themſelves, are little wanted here; and ſuch cha- 
racters will find themſelves diſagreeably aecom- 
modated, unleſs they bring property ſuſſieient to 
maintain them in a ſtate of independence: 


There is one very material diſadvantage atterid- 


ing mechanics, which is they ſeldom receive 
their wages in /þecie, being generally paid in 
what is called barter, which is one great means 
of keeping them ina ſtate of indigence, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſeemingly exorbitant wages which 
they receive: in England this would be confi- 
dered as a very intolerable grievance, and you 
would be forward to ſay, it is extremely hard I 
cannot lay out the money which I have laboured 
for all the week, in the ſcorching heat or 
piercing cold, in the manner I chuſe, or to the 
beſt advantage to myſelf ; however juſtifiable 


ſuch a remark, ſtill it would be deemed imper- 


tinence here, and you would be eſteemed a very 
ſaucy fellow for ſo ſaying ; but if you were here 
you would not think of making this objection, 
for barter being the cuſtom, you muſt abide by 
It, 

The laſt letter you wrote me, you defired I 
would be more explicit, and this is the reaſon 
I have been ſo particular; you are the laſt man 
I would with to deceive. I have bluntly ſtated 
the truth, and it is for you to form your own 
opinion on it. 


H Every - 
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Every article of proviſions is extravagantly 
dear, owing to the preſent war, both the French 
and Engliſh being competitors in draining the 
country of its produce. Ina recent letter of yours 
you mentioned ſomething reſpecting the great 
plenty of excellent fruit in America, and that 
you had heard even the © hogs were fed upon 
peaches,” the latter part of your infcrmation is 
ſtrictly true,as the hogs are indeed fed upon peach- 
es but then it muſt be obſerved they are fit forlit- 
tle elſe, as 1s likewiſe the reſt of the fruit. The 
peaches have a very mauky dry taſte, and are 
not like thoſe in our country, and as for the 
pears, you would almoſt as ſoon eat a raw pota- 
toe ; the apples are the beſt of the fruit, but de- 
pend upon 1t, they are nothing near ſo delicious 
as an Engliſh apple. I believe I obſerved ina 
former letter, in the hot ſcaſon the meat is like 
carrion, but as the weather grows cooler it gets 
rather better. In this part, we are very bad- 
ly off for fiſh, which is in general very dear; the 
chief in uſe is the cat fiſh, which is moſtly ſtew- 
ed and made into ſoup, a meſs I am ſure you 
would nauſeate if you was to ſee it dreſſed. There 
is alſo American chad, which is much larger than 
the Engliſh; theſe are generally pickled or dried, 
moſt people eat ſome of theſe at their breakfaſt. 
The bread 1s very dear, and not to be compared 
with the wheaten loaf in England ; fowls and 
pork are tolerably good and alſo reaſonable; the 

turkeys 


ly 


all 
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curkeys and quails are however the beſt of the 
feathered tribe. The malt liquor is very little 


in uſe, and is intolerable; this is what we En- 
gliſhmen miſs the moſt of any thing, good por- 
ter 1s nearly as dear as wine in England. There 
is a brewery now building in this place upon a 
ſmall ſcale, but I believe it will be large enough 
for the conſumption, as the Americans have 
no reliſh for malt liquor, and indecd the climate 
does not ſeem adapted for it. 

I have nothing further to tell you reſpecting 
WasnincToON, only it goes on rather worſe 
than better; moſt of the emigrants who land in 
Virginia viſit this ciTyY with the ſame venera- 
tion, as the religious muſſelman does the Ho 
Ciry ox Mecca, but do not receive quite the 
ſame gratification upon returning from it. I 
have been ſo fortunate as to gain a ſight of the 
great PERSONAGE Whoſe name it bears, and 
even to converſe familiarly with his ExcEI- 
LENCY; he appears to have adeal of the milk of 
human kindneſs in his compoſition, and to be 
a man of a benevolent diſpoſition, and philan- 
thropic turn of mind, which cannot be ſaid of 
one of ten thouſand of his countrymen ; he re- 
ceived me with all the complacency of a friend, 
and with none of the diſguſting hauteur of a ſu- 


perior.* Kis principal aim ſeems to be infor- 


mation 

* The character of General Waſhington has been ſo juſt- 
ly the ſubje& of European panegyric, that any tribute of 
applauſe from the editor of this publication would be ſuper. 
fluous 
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mation, which he is cager to obtain, even from 
perſons in my humble ſphere. After ſuch an 
honour, you will imagine I muſt be charmed at 
my condition, but the reverſe is the caſe, and 
if the circumſtances with which you are well ac- 
quainted, were removed I ſhould not be long 
out of old England. 

We are told this is the LAND oy IIBIRT, 
and we may juſt the ſame call an ugly woman 
handſome, becauſe fhe has an elegant attire, and 
an embelliſhed veil over her face, but when the 
vell is removed, we behold our miſtake, and are 
convinced of her deformity ; juſt the ſame is it 
with regard to this Iand of freedom, whert we 


| fluous and jejune. He cannot however ſuppreſs one re- 


mark which this artleſs narration naturally ſuggeſts. The 
ſplendor of extraordinary talent like the horizontal beams 
of the ſetting ſun, appears generally more extenſive the 
leſs diſtinctly it is viewed—Diſtance in this reſpect magnihes, 
and many a character whom the world has celebrated for a 
legiſlator, a ſtateſman, or a hero, has been regarded as a 
mere ephemeron, by thoſe who had opportunities of his 
intimate acquaintance, WASHINGTON ſtands almoſt alone, 
a glorious exception to this general truth. His virtues, 
founded upon the ſolid baſis of a good heart and a ſound 
judgment, are equally the ornament of his private, as 
well as his public ſtation, Integrity and benevolence 
(to turn an expreſſion of C1cs ro's) ruſticate, domeſticate 
and ruralize with him, and whether we hear his praiſe 
from a philoſopher or a merchant, a politician or a mechanic, 
we view him {till a firm pillar of human virtue, the. Atlas of 
the weſtern continent, 


hear 
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hear the diſtreſſing cries of the wretch whoſe only 
misfortune is to differ from us in colour, ſmart- 
ing under the laſh of the cruel planter or his 
more cruel overſeer. My heart has bled many 
a time at this ſhocking ſight, and inſtead of fan- 
cying myſelf ina LAND oF LIBERTY, I have 
imagined I was in a land of helliſh tyranny. The 
veſſel is momently expected to ſail, and my pa- 
per is almoſt full. Do not write to me here 


again, as I mean to go to New York in the courſe 
of a month, and will then write you a direction. 


My heart is with you, rememberme to all friends, 
and let me remain 


your unfortunate friend, 


J. O. 


LETTER XII. 


FROM ANOTHER MASTER PAINTER, 


Annapolis, Maryland, Dec. 6, 1795. 


DAR Sir, 


I. is with extreme pleaſure I am favoured by 


a perſon now on his return to England, of 


once more communicating with you. You will 
doubtleſs be much ſurpriſed at my being at this 
c1TY, but that ſurpriſe will ceafe, when you 
conſider the annexed particulars: To be brief 
then, I have been fo fortunate as to be engaged 


by 
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by a gentleman to compleat a large job for him, 
at the rate of two dollars per day in ready ſpecte, 

which is worth at leaſt half a dollar more; my 
employer, as is uſual in this country, furniſhes 
his own colours, and even the pots and bruſhes, 
ſo that I have nothing elſe to find but my la- 
bour. After I have finiſhed this engagement, 
which will be in about three months, I return 
to my family at George Town, and from thence, 
(God willing) with a joyous heart to Britain as 
ſpeedy as poſſible, pertectly cured of my Ameri- 
can freaks. My dear wife by her induſtry has 
been of infinite ſervice to her family; you know 
ſhe is an expert mantua-maker, and in that em- 
ploy, has almoſt maintained herſelf and little 
ones, ſince my departure to this job. This place 
is the cariToL of MarxyLanoD, and is ſituated 
at the mouth of the river Severn ; the number 
of houſes it contains, does not exceed one hun- 
dred and fifty, the moſt of which are meanly 
built, and as meanly finiſhed. The ſtreets are 
the moſt filthy I ever beheld, which in my opi- 
nion muſt give riſe to many diſorders. The 
generality of the inhabitants are very imperious 
in their behaviour to their inferiors, and have 
none of that open frankneſs in them, which is 
the characteriſtic of our country people ; for the 
continual domineering manner in which theyare 
uſed to treat their negroes, ſeems to have become 
habitual, and neyer fails to render their carriage 


to 
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to the European ſtranger offenſive and almoſt 
inſulting. Every article of proviſions at Anna- 
polis is cqually dear with the other parts of 
Virginia and Maryland, which I mentioned in 
my former letters, and alſo equally indifferent. 


It ill becomes a perſon like myſelf, who had the 


moſt genuine deſcriptions and future proſpe&@s 
of ſuch an undertaking pointed me out, to com- 
plain of ſuſtaining hardſhips and difficulties, 
yet notwithſtanding this, it is my bounden duty 
to point out to others the dangerous quick-ſand 


I have been almoſt wrecked upon by my own 
obſtinacy and imprudence. I attach blame to 
no perſon for perſuading me to undertake a 
voyage to this continent, on the contrary I con- 
feſs I was guarded againſt ſuch raſhneſs, and 
what myſelf and family have ſuffered, has been 
the reſult of my own headſtrong diſpoſition: it 
is truly ſaid, “an obſtinate temper will never 
want woe,” and ſuch has been my experience, 
When [ left George-town, moſt of our country- 
men were in my opinion, and thoſe who had it 
in their power were preparing to return (like the 
children of Iſrael from Babylon up to Jeruſa- 
lem) back to their native country. | 
Great ſickneſs has prevailed this ſeaſon in 
Virginia and Maryland, and over the whole 
continent, I am informed in NERw York alone 
upwards of four thouſand ſouls have been called 
from time into eternity by the yellow fever. The 
Log 
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LoRD has been gracious above comprehenſion 
to a © DOs HEAD“ like myſelf, and hitherto 1 
am a © *ſcape goat,” referyed for Hs future wiſe 
purpoſes; give him praiſe, O! my foul, for all 
my family have to return thanks for being fo 
highly favoured. Bradley the bricklayer was 
very ill when I laſt viſited Alexandria, which 
affliction had very much deranged his worldly 
concerns, it was truly lamentable to witneſs the 
pitiable condition of his poor wife upon this 
account, and to hear her ardent wiſhes for a 
ſafe return, but this cannot be. Young S. M. 
is no more, he was ſnatched away the begin- 
ning of September, his death was occaſioned by 
the flux and fever, which ſoon terminated his 
exiſtence. He was employed at the rEpERAL 
ciTY, where he firſt took ill, but came over to 
Alexandria, where he died. He is buried at 
the Epiſcopalian church, and was interred in a 
mahogany coffin with ſuitable appendages; his 
funeral was condutted by his friend Bogue, to 
whom he has left the care of his effects, which 
will fetch a conſiderable fum, as his cheſt of 
tools, wearing apparel, books, watches, &c. &c. 

which I know he was poſſeſſed of, will ſell at a t 
conſiderable advance in Alexandria. It is a a 
very fortunate circumſtance for his friends, that 
his effects have fallen into the hands of ſuch a 
worthy character as Mr. Bogue, as I am confi- 


dent he will make the beſt of them, and render his 
relatives 
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relatives a very faithful account. I have fre- 
quently experienced great pleaſure in this young 
man's company, for his civil, inoffenſive and 
obliging behaviour, juſtly made him reputed by 
all his acquaintance. 

The only Engliſhman with whom I am ac- 
quainted, that is likely to receive any benefit 
by coming to America, is a Mr. Webb, who 
anded in June laſt. Setting alide the intem- 
perance of the climate, his change of ſituation 
has infinitely been for the better, for his rela- 
tions are ſome ot the moſt opulent people in 
Virginia, and are anxious to promote his wel- 
fare; they have already given him land, and pro- 
miſe to build him an houſe as ſpeedy as poflible ; 
at preſent he has little elſe to do but amuſe him- 
ſelf with riding about the country like a gen- 
tleman. Moſt of our country people who have 


not ran away for crimes, ſing the ſame ſong, 


which is, the ardent deſire of a ſpeedy return to 
old England. 


You will remember when I was in London, 


haw I uſed to talk about sLAVERY, but fince 


I have been in this country, I have experienced 
that I did not underftand what 8LaverRy was, 
at the time I made ſuch a ftir about it. In 
AMERica I have been taught what sLaverry is, 
for if you poſſibly could witneſs the brutal bar- 
barity of the Americans of both ſexes, to their 


negre 
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negro ſlaves and European apprentices, ſo far from 
thinking yourſelf in a free country, you would 
readily be led to imagine you had been taken 
priſoner by the ALctrinegs, and was in the 
territories of their Dey. May the Loo ſpeedily 
deliver me from ſuch friends in human ſhape, 
for I am certain a judgment muſt await their 
diabolical prattices. 

Since I have ſet dewn to write, I have re- 
ceived a letter from my ſpouſe, which contains 
the plealing information of her and my babes 
health and welfare; my heart is with them. If 
by chance you ſhould hear of a fituation which 
you think may ſuit me, I appeal to your friend- 
ſhip (which I have ſo often experienced) in ſe- 
curing it againſt my arrival home. By divine 
permiſſion, I intend being in London ſome time 
in the enſuing autumn, ſo I hope you will not 
forget | 


« A poor returning prodigal quite tame , 
c And tho' you'll ſcarcely think it full of ſhame,” 


for being ſuch a blockhead as to quit a good 
eſtabliſhment, and extenſive connection, to be- 
come an outcalt upon this comfortleſs continent. 
Since I have been at Annapolis, I have fre- 

quently converſed with a rambling taylor, who 
has lately been in New York, he came from 
England two years lince, pretty decent, but now 

is in miſerable plight. He informs me trade is 
- 
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by no mean: ſo flouriſhing in that city as it has 
been repreſented, and very few of our country- 
men get on, who have not taken the precaution 
to bring #lenty of caſh over with them. 

He has been much in the company of one 
LoverTrT a hair-dreſſer, who was confined ſome 
time in the Tower of London, for high treaſon. 
He and family arrived in the Minerva, about 
September laſt, but like moſt of our country- 
men, who with little money, and very ſanguine 
expectations come to America. I am informed 
he is much chagrined and fruſtrated in his views: 
like many other unthinking filly people, he came 
over on the farming plan, but being ſoon con- 
vinced of its impratticability, he has neceſſarily 


abandoned that ſcheme, and now means to fol- 
low his profeſſion as a hair-dreſſer, in which for 
his family's ſake, 1 hope he will ſucceed. De- 
mocrats are held in no eſteem in America, not- 


withſtanding the form of government is called demo- 


cratical, and perſons of that deſcription willfind 
their account in keeping quiet tongues here : 
for I can aſſure you the majority of the Ame. 
ricans are by no means advocates for a praQti- 
cal diſſemination of ſuch prenceples ;* which at 

the 


The writer of this letter was, as we believe, princi- 
pally induced to quit his native ſhore, from a predilection 
for certain political opinions, which at preſent ſubject the 
holders of them to pain and perſecution, and are not re- 


ceived. 
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the firſt point of view may appear ſomewhat pa- 
rodoxical ; but when the relationſhip in which 
the generality of them ſtand as proprietors of, 
and dealers in human blood, is ſtrictly conſidered, 
I apprehend it not be wondered at in the leaſt ; 

and 


ceived with that general avidity which ſanguine imagina- 
tions would ardently anticipate, The queſtion of propriety 
as far as thoſe political tenets are concerned, we leave for 
the impartial refleftion of every ſoberminded man, nor will 
ue riſk the impartiality of this work, by deciding on their 
merits—but to prove to thoſe well-meaning, though cer- 
tainly far too ſanguine characters who haſtily embrace the | 
projett of emigration, as a ſure mean of enjoying political 
liberty, that even in that boaſted land of liberty, demo. 
cratic ſentiments are oppreſſed and perſecuted, that free. 
dom of diſcuſſion is ſhackled and fettered by the fear of 
proſecution on the part of government, and that the ſame 
complaints of reſtraint are re-echoed by the ſuffering demo- 
crats from the ſhores of the Atlantic, which aſſail the pub- 
lic ear in the boſom of Britain, we think proper to inſert 
ſome ſele& paſſages from the preface of a democratic pro- 
duction, printed at Philadelphia in 1795, and entitled 
Ariſtocracy, an epic poem. The work in queſtion is ano. 
nymous, the author having, as we ſuppoſe from fear con- 
cealed his name, and neither printer nor publiſher's addreſs 
is affixed—it appears therefore to have been intended for 
private diſtribution, in the political ſocieties, The poetry is 
excellent, the ſubje& the league of ariſtocracy (figured under 
the perſon of Ariſtus, ſuppoſed to be George Waſhington) 
with the powers of hell to cruſſi the infant liberties of America. 
The publiſher once thought of inſerting ſome extracts, but 
has it now in contemplation to print it entire with obſer- 
vations, GC, &. 

# At 


not. formally) to deſtroy the general influence of the people: 


OR, A FEN HINTS, Kc. 123 


and is a natural confequence reſulting from 
ſuch cuſtomary abominations. In moſt parts cf 
this continent nothing is fo frequent as to fee 


the human ſpecies advertiſed for ſale in the public 
papers, and further to witneſs them ſuticring : 
the 


«© At a time like the preſent, when the liberties of the peo- 
ple are in danger; when the executive and legiſlative pow. 
ers have united to denounce the POFULAR SOCIETIES; and 
when there is great reaſon to fear that the ſupineneſs of the 
friends of liberty will enable its enemies to accompliſh its 
deſtruction: it behoves every lover of his country, every 
advocate for the equal rights of man, to awake from the 
dream of deluſive ſecurity, and exert every energy of his 
nature, to enlighten and preſerve his fellow-citizens, 

The DEMOCRATIC SOS IETI ES have been ſtigmatized with 
the opprobrious epithets of anarchiſts and diſorganizers; they 
have been loudly rated as wanting in political knowledge, and 
deſtitute of integrity! and the public has been earneſtly 
called upon, not to conſider them with the eye of friendli- 
neſs and approbation, but with the determined frown of 
indignation and contempt. 

An enquiry naturally ariſes here—What have theſe peo- 
ple done? W herefore are we required to ſuſpect or deteſt 
them? It would be out of place, were I here to enter into 
a formal juſtification of their principles and conduct; net. 
ther do I deſign it. It muſt be left to time, and to the un- 
biaſſed judgment of future generations, to determine can- 
didly on this great queſtion. 

But whether the democratic ſocieties have, or have not 
been ſucceſsful in the demonſtration ; there can be no doubt 
in the mind of everv intelligent obſerver of the condition 
of our country, that a dangerous coalition exiſts (actively, if 


ar 
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the moſt cruel tortures that the moſt deviliſſi 
imagination could invent, and that without even 
raiſing the leaſt emotion; or touching in the 
{ſlighteſt degree the ſympathy of the ſofter /ex, 
Indeed to ſpeak the truth of the latter (though 

It 


or, at leaſt, ſo to modify it, as may be moſt advantageous 
to the perſonal aggrandiſement of the coalition,” 

After remarking the attempt of Britain to ſubjugate Ame- 
Tica, the author proceeds, 

It might be dangerous, and it certainly would be impru- 
dent, to develope the ſecrets of all ſucceeding attempts. 
Theſe fortunately for America, have hitherto failed of ſuc- 
ceſs, Gov grant that all future ſimilar deſigns may be 
equally ineffectual! The ſureſt means of cauſing them to be 
ſo, is early to alarm the public mind concerning all men 
and all motions which appear to aim at the eſtabliſhment 
of an undue influence in the hands of any particular de- 
ſcription of citizens; and (the honourable legiſlator wall 
pardon me if 1 miſapply his words) “ gibbet them to puplic 
deteſtination.“ This is the more neceſſary, as it is impoſlible 
to determine to what exceſſes even that aſſumption of pow- 
er, which is apparently moſt innocent, may lead thoſe who 
exerciſe it; and, as there is reaſon to fear, there are thoſe in 
exalted ſtations who would gladly ſing “ the ditty of repub- 
licaniſm,“ in derifion, at the funeral of LIBERTY, 

The publication of this poem, at this time appeared to 
me to promiſe ſome advantage to the general caule of liberty, - 
It may ſerve to“ counteratt certain political hereftes,” — 
repeat it again, © certain political hereſies which = have 
ſprung up among us,” And it may excite them to a re- 
collection, that Ar1SToOcRACT has ever impoſed itſelf upon 


the necks of all former republics, till, by its increaſing 
| weight, 


' ct wo r 1 
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it may be ſomewhat ungallant) in cruelty to 
their ſlaves, they far exceed the moſt ſanguine 
of tne men. | 

All this is practiſed in what is termed the 
LAND OF LIBERTY, I ſuppoſe from what I 
have repeatedly written, you will not be for- 
ward to come and partake of its bleſſings, and 
pay me a friendly viſit: Indeed, iſ you take 
ſuch a reſolution into your head, I am deter- 
mined not to be here to receive you; for by the 
time you will be able to arrive, I hope to have 
ſet out upon'my return, Here is much talk in 
this land (would you believe it) about the Goſpel, 
but alas! it is “ good tidings*” to very few, yet 
many have the form without experiencing the 
power. Very tew faithful meſſengers to be met 
with, but plenty of /el/taught blind guides; mi- 
ſerable work when the ind lead the blind,” the 
voice of the turtle is ſeldom to be heard, though 
the deceictul cry of the crocodile is very loud.“ 


weight, it has ſunk them to ſlavery ; and rouſe into action 


that energy of Freemen, always ſuperior to the force of 
Oppreſhon.”” 


The paſſages in the body of the ſentences, between in- 


verted commas, are ſuppoſed to be parts of the preſident's 
ſpeech traveſtied—and from this circumſtance as well as 
the tenor of the whole, the Engliſh democrat will ſurely 
pauſe, and not ſuppoſe that on the American continent, 
liberty and democracy are the order of the day. 


+ The author of the above letter was one of the Reverend 
W. Huntingdon's communion, 


Nothing 
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Nothing is ſo common with thoſe poor creatures. 
who have been diſappointed in their expectati- 
ons, to combine together, and write flattering 
accounts, as a means tb induce others to fall into 
the ſame ſnare, and as ſoon as they are taken in 
the toil (like Satan) their ſeducer tauntingly, 
jeers them for their folly. 

This is awful work, but I have ſeen much of 
it, and have ſeverely reprehended ſuch perſons 
whom I have known guilty of theſe practices. 
I ohce again requeſt you to tell any perſon you 
chance to hear anxious to vilit this continent to be 
extremely careful how they make ſuch a venture, 
or they will repent it, perhaps, when too late. 
Happineſs is no more to be found here than in 
Evzors: and the comforts of ſocial life bear no 
compariſon to thoſe which it is in the power of 
our own country to beſtow, which in my opinion, 
to know how ſufficienly to prize, let any perſon 
make a voyage to the American continent, and 
then he will be fully accompliſhed to draw the 
compariſon. Greetall my brethren in the Faith, ex- 
cuſe my prolixity; put up your ſupplications to 
the throne of Grace for my ſafe return. Suffer me 
to remain in the catalogue of your friends and I 
conclude with prayers for your welfare, both in 
body and ſpirit, 


your affectionate friend, 


6. N. 


THE 


HE. 
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THE following letter is the production of a 
literary gentleman who carefully ſtudied during 
his reſidence at Philadelphia and New York, not 
merely the manners and character of the 
AMERICANS, but the preſent effects, and probable 
conſequences of their farm of government upon 
the general ſtate of ſociety. For this ſtudy, the 
writer was eminently qualified by a previous in- 
veſtigation of the beſt eſteemed political pro- 
ductions of EuRO PE, a thorough acquaintance 
with the moſt approved theoretical and ſyſtematic 
writers on government, an intimate and accurate 
knowledge of the laws and conſtitution of 
ENxdLAND. In this letter, the reſult of preciſe 
obſervation, will be found many ideas upon the 
PoLITICAL Ortcoxomy of the United States, 


which have never yet engaged public attention; 


many truths are ſtarted which to ſome may ap- 
pear too bold, and to others premature; and 
many ſpeculations are pointed but, upon which 
the contemplative Politician and candid Philoſopher 
may exerciſe their judgement in a manner novel» 
important and intereſting. The {tate of AMER1caA 
is becoming every day more and more of conſe- 
quence to the politics of EuRoPE ; her fituation 
with regard to ſeveral European CouRTs, and 
to SPAIN in particular, will daily attract more of 
public obſervation; and therefore the publiſher 
has added this letter, though rather of a different 

I caſt 
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caſt to the preceding, for the purpoſe of deve- 
loping her intereſts, character, ſtrength and poli- 
tical MOMENTUM. 

In this letter, a very general error is refuted of 
calculating the riſing proſperity of a nation by the 
increaſe of its population; and the ſentiments 
upon that head, drawn from the local fituation 
and preſent circumſtances of the AMERICAN 
CoxrixENr, place the ſubject entirely in a new 
and ſtriking point of view. 

The impolicy alſo as well as impraQiicability of 
any attempts of AMERICAN LEGISLATURE to 
force manufactures under ſo many local. diſad - 
vantages, 1s clearly and ably demonſtrated : and 
the neceſſity of their dependance upon EUROPE 
for many of the neceſſaries, and all the conveni- 
ences of life, together with the probable conſe- 
quences thence reſulting, is ſo evidently ex- 
emplified, that the political anatomy of AMER1GA 
could not be executed with more propriety and 
juſtice. 

The Author, who is now on his return to 
ENGLAND, by a ſubſequent letter, informs his 
friends, that he has in his poſſeſſion, copies of ſome 
original letters, written by an Indian Chief of the 
SENEKA nation, during his reſidence in ENGLAND, 
in the year 1793, which contain remarks ſuppoſed 
to exhibit the progreſs of ſociety and government 
in a novel and attractive light. He intends, on 
his arrival, to preſent them to the public as ſpeedy 


as poſſible, 
LET TI 
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L. ET FE. 


From A GENTLEMAN WHO WENT OVER TO IN- 


VEST His PROPERTY IN AMERICAN LaANnDs, 
&c. &c. 


Philadelphia, March 6, 1795. 


DEAR FRIEND, 


S you wilh to be informed with candour and 
impartiality of the encouragement which 

this country holds out to an EvrRoPEAN, who 
comes as a /ettled character, and not as a mere 
adventurer, who is a friend to national freedom, as 
compatible with national energy and proſperity, 
and conſiſtent with individual comfort and hap- 
pineſs ; I ſhall not heſitate to declare, that in- 
dependent of the climate, which I have already 
informed you, has not agreed with me, there are 
other circumſtances, naturally connected with the 


exiſting ſtate of things in this country, which — 


determined me to return. 

I am too well acquainted with your 1 
diſpoſition, not to know, that you would emigrate 
to AMERICA, prepoſſeſſed with the moſt enthu- 
ſiaſtic notions of the dignity and liberality of the 
REPUBLICAN CHARACTER; but, my friend, 
what would be your diſappointment, when inſtead 
of a noble frankneſs of diſpoſition, and. an un- 
aſſuming ſimplicity of mangers, you could giſ- 
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cover nathing but an arrogant and proud inde- 
pendance, unconſcious of the ſofter duties of ſocial 
life, and a ſtranger to that mutual interchange 
of good offices, which is the true criterion of 
general benevolence and urbanity ? What would 
be your feelings, when inſtead of republican 
liberality, you found the AMErican character- 
iſtic, was a cunning and artful duplicity, ready 
and eager to prey upon the deluded ſtranger, who 
relying on the affertion of their reſpectable 
PrEsIDENT W ASHINGTON, is diſpoſed to conſider 
their country as an AsYLUM for the unfortunate 
of every nation? You, who when we were together 
at ſchool, read with ſo much avidity and delight, 
the lives, ſentiments, and actions of the HEROES 
and PyiLosoPHERs of ANTIQUITY, and imbibed 
from the venerable ſource of ancient literature, all 
the enthuſiaſm of the Amor PATRIz, would be 
much diſappointed, to find that in this country, 
it riſes no higher than a contracted and illiberal 
nationality, founded upon an ignorance of other 
countries, and a prejudice 1n favour of their own. 
Come then, my friend, come if you have loſt all 
reliſh ſor the elegant amuſements and pleaſures of 
civilized ſociety ; if you can reſign without regret, 
the converſe of men of refined intellect and ex- 
tenſive knowledge; if you can leave the blooming 
beauties of your native ſoil for the fickening toothle/s 
dames of this country, come here, and thou mayeſt 
| Indulge thy cynical humour, and give full flow to 
thy 
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thy Dioctnic vein, by communing with the 
woods and waters, and the equally ſenſeleſs in- 
habitants of theſe uncultivated foreſts. 

You aſk me what prognoſtic I can form of the 


future conſequence and power of AukRI COA. If 


you conſider population as the baſis of national 
proſperity, you will be induced to ſuppoſe from 
the hyperbolical exaggeration of the increaſe of 
their population, that the AMERICAN STATES are 
rapidly advancing to power and grandeur. You 
ſhould however remember, that it is not to an 
inert and unproductive population, but to an 
induſtry juſtly applied, and extenſively diſtri- 
buted, that we owe the general diffuſion of the 
neceſſaries, conveniences, and elegancies of life. 
But the new ſettlers in Au ERICA, being for the 


moſt part deſtitute of every means of ſupport, ex- 


cept their own bodily labour, and unable even to 
pay for their paſſage, are soL D by the CAPTAIN of 
the veſſel for a certain number of years; hurried 
by a mercenary ſpeculator into the interior of the 
country, where the enervating heat of the climate 
in ſummer, and the rigourous ſeverity of the 
winter, co-operating probably with their poignant 
reflect ions, and the abſolute deprivation of every 
comfort of ſociety, leaves them alternately the prey 
of cruel treatment and pining want. 

Such citizens (who have been termed by one of 
the members in congreſs, SEMI-SAVAGES) can con- 
tribute little to the power of the sTATE ; ſecluded 
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from ſcciety, and as it were buried in the foreſts 
which ſurround them, they live unconſcious of 
that patriotiſm which ariſes from civil ſociety, and 
of courſe remain unintereſted in the operations of 
the general governtnent. Their only object is to 
guard themſelves againſt the depredations of the 
neighbouring ſavages ; thus you ſee the interior of 
AMERICA, inſtead of being a ſource of wealth and 
opulence, is a gulph which would ſwallow up all 
the population of the country, and even the 
multiplied population of Europe, without adding 
to 1ts ſtrength or encreafing its reſources. The 
agricultural ſyſtem, promiſes therefore but a tardy 
gratification of their ambition. Little {ſpirit of 
enterprize, or extended views of national policy, 
can be expected from men, who being occupied in 
the cultivation of their land, and ſeparated from 
the active intereſts of ſociety, have both their 
views and their wiſhes bounded by the ſingle ob- 
ject of agricultural purſuit. 

The AMERIcAns ſeem therefore inclining to 
the mercantile and manufacturing ſyſtem ; but 
beſides that ſuch a ſyſtem neceſſarily introduces a 
degree of reciprocal dependance, and neceflary 
ſubordination little compatible with the democratic 
ſpirit of the AMERICANS; they will alſo experience 
the want of capital and workmen. It may per- 
haps be ſaid, theſe defects will be ſupplied by the 
preſent convulſed ſtate of EuRO E; the proſpect 
of peace and neutrality, will induce merchants, 


and 
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and the expectation of ſuperior emolument, will 
attract manufacturers to ſettle in Auxk RIA. But 
it ſhould be recollected, whatever diſcontents may 
happen to prevail among either of thoſe claſſes in 
EuRork, the AuERICANS have effectually hut 
the door againſt their adiniſſion to this continent, by 
the late act which has juſt paſſed congreſs to 
eſtabliſh an uniform rule of naturalization. _ 

By this act every perſon who wiſhes to become 
a citizen of the UniTzD STATES, mult have reſided 
five years within their territory, and muſt have 
declared upon oath three years previous to his 
application for becoming a citizen, that his in- 
tention is fo to become: he muſt likewiſe renounce 
all ALLEGIANCE to any FOREIGN PRINCE, and 
ſwear fealty and obedience to the government of 
the AMERICAN STATES. During the time that 
he is not a citizen, or as we may term it, during 
his probation of citigenſbip, he is incapacitated 


from holding land, or other real ate, or being 


owner of an American bottom. He is allo incapable 
of voting for a repreſentative in ConcREss. I|-hus 
you ſee, my friend, inſtead of that ingenuous ſpirit 
of public policy, and national diſintereſtedneſs 


which you might expect to be the characteriſtic of 


repreſentative government, by this law, every 
emigrant who brings property with him, intending 
either to commence land-holder or ſhip-owner, 1s 
prevented from a fair chance of employing his 
capital, and ſubjected to the avarice or intolerance 
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of AMERICAN merchants and land- owners. 
Whether in this meaſure, pride or folly moſt pre- 
dominate, I chuſe not to decide: the law itſelf re- 
mains a laſting monument of the illiberal, con- 
tracted, and ſelfiſh views of its promulgators; 

who, inveighing againſt all diſtinctions and ex- 
dcluſive privileges in ſociety, eſtabliſh both the one 
and the other for themſelves by this meaſure; and 
too poor or too weak to be of conſequence by 
themſelves, are too proud, or too intereſted to re. 
ceive aſſiſtance from others. Upon ſuch narrow 


and miſhapen policy, is it poſſible the FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT can long exiſt ? 

But ſuppoſing capital and workmen to be pro- 
cured, it would be long before AMERICA could 
bring her manufactures to market upon equal 
terms with thoſe nations where manufactories have 
long been eſtabliſhed : for where manufactures 
have been longeſt eſtabliſhed, there will they, in 
the natural order of things, be produced the 
cheapeſt. It may be ſaid, there are ways to be 
adopted by a wile legiſlature of forcing manu- 
factures, and of bringing them to an early matu- 
ration much ſooner than the common courſe of 
commercial events in general indicates. But the 
only means America can reſort to, to produce 
this deſireable end, are either totally to prohibit 
foreign manufactures, or to depreſs them by ſuch 
heavy duties as may amount to a prohibition; 1n 
addition to this it will be neceſſary alſo to grant 

great 
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great premiums to home manufactures, a ſyſtem 
of policy which generally produces conſequences 
far from favourable to the proſperity of a nation. 
Befides, their imports form almoſt the only ſource 
of American revenue: and it is greatly to be 
apprehended that the people would not bear a 
direct taxation. It is therefore evident, prohi- 
bition of foreign and high premium given to home 
manufacture, is a ſyſtem incompatible with the 
preſent ſtate of the United States; and when we 
alſo confider that this policy would alſo deſtroy, in 
great meaſure, their European carrying trade, 
which is a principal part of their preſent com- 
merce, it requires not a ſpirit of prophecy to 
divine from the foregoing reaſons, that America 
muſt long hold a very ſubordinate rank in the ſcale of 
nations. | | 
With reſpect to the harmony and permanency 
of the union, I can only ſay, that as far as identity 
of national character and fimplicity of intereſts 
are concerned, I ſhould not be led to conclude 
very favourably: of its durability or peace. The 
manners of the people of the ſouthern and 
northern ſtates are perfectly diſſimilar : the one 
luxurious, indolent and trifling ; the other, parſi- 
monious, induſtrious and reſerved. (I ſpeak here 
of the inhabitants of the large cities, and of the 
old ſettlers on the Atlantic Coaſt.) From this 
diſſimilarity of temper and character, naturally 
_ reſult two oppoſite parties in the Congreſs; which 
are 
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are apparently united but by one principle, firm 
attachment to democracy and independence, 
originating in neceſſity, and continued by poverty 
and weakneſs. It is not my intention to enter 
into a hiſtory of American parties : it would be 
unentertaining to me to think, and uſeleſs to you 
to read, upon that ſubject; but their principles, 
characters and mutual oppoſition, will more ex- 
actiy be attained, ſhould you be prompted to 
enquire for particulars, by a regular ſurvey of the 

great leading queſtions which have agitated 
Congreſs ſince the commencement of the preſent 
war, than by the looſe ſpeculations of a ſingle 
individual. 

With reſpect to the adminiſtration of govern- 
ment and the legiſlat ion of America, they ſeem to 
act with the puerility of children, faſcinated by 
novelties, rather than with the dignity of men, 
who take a cool and extended view of the princi- 
ples of juriſprudence, and adjuſt their meaſures 
by the equilibrium of political oeconomy. The 
government too appears to want energy. The 
jealouſy entertained by the people of the growth 
of ariſtocracy, leads them ſometimes to ex- 
ceſſes little conſiſtent with the reſpect due to 
thoſe authorities which themſelves have conſti- 
tuted. In fact, what Monteſquieu deſcribes as 
the corruption of a democracy, ſeems nearly ap- 
proaching here. The people will do every 
thing by themſelves, deliberate for the ſenate, 
execute 
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execute for the magiſtrate, and diſrobe the 
judges.” Whether the preſent convulſions of 
Europe, by the introduction and diſſemination of 
the French theories, will accelerate or retard this 
progreſſion of evil, 1s a queſtion, which J leave 
for preſent philoſophy to contemplate, and the 
experience of future ages to determine. 

The bounds of a letter will not admit of my 
entering into more minute details of the grounds 
upon which I found my opinions. I can only 
give you the general reſult of my obſervations ; 
and without entering into the particular views 
which might draw you here, I have only 1n theſe 
ſpeculations conſidered America as a political re- 
treat for a reflective and ingenuous mind, which 
ſees, or fancies that it ſees, a certain climax of 
greatneſs in nations, beyond which they cannot 
riſe, and from which when once attained, they 
muſt inevitably fall. Believe me, with the ſin- 


cereſt regard for your happineſs on either 
Continent, 


Your real and a8 ionate friend, 
W. T. C. 


IN corroboration of the remarks contained in 


this letter reſpecting the Bill of Uniform Natu— 
ralization, the Publiſher has deemed it expedient 


to procure and inſert the Bill itſelf at large. To 
| thoſe who have ever had, or now retain ideas o? 


emigration, this Bill muſt prove a conſiderable 


acqui- 
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acquiſition, as by it they will ſee upon what 
terms, after what period, and in what manner, 
they may claim the right of citizenſhip in the 
United States. The reader will obſerve that by 
the third condition of the firſt Clauſe, there re- 
mains a diſcretionary power in the court of re- 
ſuſing citizenthip, even after all neceſſary regula- 
tions are complied with, if they are not ſatisfied 
that the appliquant, during his five years reſj- 
dence, has behaved as a man of a good moral cha- 
racer, attached to the principles of the conſtitution 
of the United States, and well diſpoſed to the 
good order and happmeſs of the ſame. This 
Clauſe is evidently introduced as a, bar to the 
admiſſion of thoſe deluded democrats, who vainly 
fancy in America they may conceive of the go- 
vernment as they pleaſe, and falk as they con- 
ceive: there may be even in America ſuch cha- 
racters as ſpies and informers, and the publiſher - 
heſitates not to give it as his opinion, that thoſe 
who in England have been violent oppoſers of 
government, and are fooliſh enough to declaim 
after emigration in favour of an equal participa- 
tion of rights, and pure unadulterate republi- 
caniſm, will find invincible obſtacles to their re- 
ception as citizens of America, They will per- 
haps, too late, diſcover their error, and wiſh they 
had either remained in England, or had ſenſe 
enough on the Weſtern Continent, to have made 
mum the order of the day. 

An ACT 
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An ACT to eſtabliſh an uniform rule of naturali ation; 
and to repeal the att heretofore paſſed on that ſubjett. 


OR carrying into complete effect, the power 
given by the conſtitution, to eſtabliſh an 
uniform rule of naturalization throughout the 
United States : | 
Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and Houſe of 
Repreſentatives of the United States of America, m 
Congreſs aſſembled, That any alien, being a free 
white perſon, may be admitted to become a citi- 
zen of the United States, or any of them, on the 
following conditions, and not otherwiſe 
Firſt. He ſhall have declared on oath or at- 
firmation, before the ſupreme, ſuperior diſtrict or 
Circuit court of ſome one of the States, or of the 
territories north weſt or ſouth of the river Ohio, 
or a circuit or diſtrict court, of the. United States, 
three years, at leaſt, before his admiſſion, that it 
was, bona fide, his intent:on to become a citizen 
of the United States, and to renounce forever all 
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, po- 
tentate, ſtate or ſovereignty whatever, and par- 


ticularly by name the prince, potentate, ſtate or 


ſovereignty, whereof ſuch alien may, at the time, 
be a citizen or ſubject. 

Secondly. He ſhall, at the time of his appli- 
cation to be admitted, declare on oath or affirma— 
tion, before ſome one of the courts aforeſaid, that 
he has eſided within the United States, five years 
at leaſt, and within the ſtate or territory, where 
{ſuch court is at the time held, one year at leaſt ; 
that he will ſupport the conſtitution of the United 


States; 
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States; and that he doth abſolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
every foreign prince, potentate, ſtate or ſove- 
reignty whatever, and particularly by name, the 
prince, potentate, ſtate or ſovereignty, whereof 
he was before a citizen or ſubject; which pro— 
ceedings ſhall be recorded by the clerk of the 
court. | 

Thirdly. The court admitting ſuch alien, 
ſhall be fatisfied that he has reſided within the 
limits and under the juriſdiction of the United 
States five years; and it ſhall further appear to 
their ſatisfaction, that during that time, he has 


| behaved as a man of a good moral charafter, at- 


tached to the principles of the conſtitution of the 
United States, and well diſpoſed to the good 
order and happineſs of the ſame. 

Fourthly. In caſe the alien applying to be ad- 
mitted to citizenſhip ſhall have borne any here- 
ditary title, or been of any of the orders of no- 
bility, in the kingdom or ſtate from which he 
came, he ſhall, in addition to the above requi- 
ſites, make an expreſs renunciation of his title or 
order of nobility, in the court to which his appli- 
cation ſhall be made ; which renunciation ſhall be 


recorded in the ſaid court. 


Sec. 2. Provided always, and be it further enacted, 
That any alien now refiding within the limits and 
under the juriſdiction of the United States, may 
be admitted to become a citizen, on his declaring 
on oath or affirmation, in ſome one of the courts 
aforeſaid, that he has reſided two years, at leaſt, 


within and under the juriſdiction of the ſame, 


and one year, at leaſt, within the ſtate or terri- 
tory where ſuch court 1s at the time held : that 
he will ſupport the conſtitution of the United 

| States; 
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States; and that he doth abſolutely and entirely 
renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
any foreign prince, poteatate, ſtate or ſovereignty 
whatever, and particularly by name, the prince, 
potentate, ſtate or ſovereignty, whereof he was 
before a citizen or ſubject ; and moreover on its 
appearing to the ſatisfaction of the court, that 
during the ſaid term of two years, he has behaved 
as a man of good moral character, attached to the 
conſtitution of the United States, and well diſ- 
poſed to the good order and happineſs of the 
lame; and, where the alien applying for admiſ- 
ſion to citizenſhip, ſhall have borne any here- 
ditary title, or been of any of the orders of no- 
bility in the kingdom or ſtate from which he 
came, on his moreover making in the court an 
expreſs renunciation of his title or order of no- 
bility, before he ſhall be entitled to ſuch ad- 
miſſion ; all of which proceedings, required in 
this proviſo to be performed in the court, ſhall be 
recorded by the clerk thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the chil- 
dren of perſons duly naturalized, dwelling within 
the United States, and being under the age of 
twenty-one years, at the time "of ſuch naturaliza- 
tion; and the children of citizens of the United 
States, born out of the limits and juriſdiction of 
the United States, ſhall be conſidered as citizens 
of the United States: Provided, That the right 
of citizenſhip ſhall not deſcend to perſons, whoſe 
fathers have never been reſident in the United 
States: Provided alſo, That no perſon heretofore 
proſcribed by any itate, or who has bgen legally 
convicted ot having joined the army of Great 
Britain, during the late war, (hall be admitted a 
Citizen as aforeſaid, without the conſent of the 


le 
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legiſlature of the ſtate, in which ſuch peflon was 
proſcribed. 1 1 


Sec. 4. And be it further enafted, That the act 


intituled © An act to eſtabliſh an uniform rule 
of naturahzation,” paſſed the twenty-fixth day 
of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety, be, and the fame 1s hereby repealed. 
: FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 
. Speaker of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, 
JOHN ADAMS, Vice Pre/ident of the United States, 
2 ; and Preſident of the Senate. 
ArproveD—January the twentv-ninth, 17/0  - 
11 G: WASHINGTON, 
| Pre/ident of the United States. 
AnD now having brought this work to a final concluſion, 


terpret his intention, or miſ-repreſent his honeſt endeavour to 
open the eyes of the public upon barefaced and profligate 


0 
6 4 
the Publiſber hopes the intelligent and candid will not miſin- © 


deception. The information contained in this won k, how- 


ever galling to ſome intereſted individuals, or adverſe to the 
_ preconceptions and prejudice of others, will, he truſts, be found 
amply uſeful to the general Bopy of the rzoFLE. Party 
may exclaim ; /elf intereſt may denounce ; and pꝓrejiudi cemay 
aſſail; but.the adamaniine ſhield of truth is impenetrable to 
attack, and the confidence of integrity will remain unſhaken. 

With party, the AuTHor of this Publication has nothing 
to do; he feſpects good men of every deſcription, and his 
exertions are directed ſolely to the e$Ftenfion of #rath. He 
cannot but however expreſs one wiſh, that in all polemical 
diſputes, reaſan might have more influence, and leſs credit be 
given to the paſſions. 

By the rule of reaſon he has endeavoured to write, . how 
far he has ſucceeded he leaves the public to judge. Thoſe 
who approve of his production, and are friendly to its principles, 


he truſts will recommend it upon the ſame grounds which 


induced him to compile it aniver/al philanthropy, and the 
happineſs of bis country. With the UniTepD STATES OF 


AMERICA, he has no private quarrel; he reſpe&s their 


government, and admires many of their leading characters. 
He alſo loves his own country, and is anxious for its proſperity 
and peace: and his principal inducement to complete this 
production, was a firm conviction, that thoſe who entertain 
deluſive ideas of American happineſs, will never prove. ule- 
ful or patriotic citizens of Britain; and that thoſe who after 
emigration, experience their error, and diſcover their de- 
luſion, can never prove uſeful or contented citizens of 


AMERICA. | 
1 


1 


